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2.  Abstract

This four day lesson focuses on Japanese Internment in the context of a unit titled We vs. They.  The unit begins with the formation of American identity including who was included and who was and still is left out.  The end of the unit explores the rise of the Nazi party in Germany and how the construct of German nationalism allowed the Nazis to come to power unchecked.  As with all topics in Facing History and Ourselves, we begin the narrative by focusing on what we know best, our own history.

Students begin the lesson looking at the beliefs and rights we believe all Americans share and reviewing the seminal US history documents of the Declaration of Independence, The US Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  These primary documents will serve as examples of sources where our rights are guaranteed.  Day two of the lesson focuses on when these rights have not been guaranteed using Japanese Internment as a case study.   The students will participate in the performance of the parts of the play, Justice at War: the Story of the Japanese Internment Camps by Mimi Jo Katano, Wendy Lement and Jordan Winer including a debate on the constitutionality of Executive Order 9066.  Day four of the lesson will include a debrief on the play, an overview of the quest for justice and student reflection on the question, “can this happen again?”
This lesson is designed for students in Facing History and Ourselves, an interdisciplinary class which seeks to inspire students to stand up for injustice and work towards the elimination of genocide from our world.  Students enrolled in Facing History and Ourselves have successfully taken US History I and II and World History II.  
3.  Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework Standards:

USII.17 Explain important domestic events that took place during the war. (H, E)

D. The internment of West Coast Japanese-Americans in the U.S. and Canada

4. Standards in Historical Thinking Addressed:

	Standard 2 : Historical Comprehension
	A. Identify the author or source of the historical document or narrative and assess its credibility. 
D. Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations.
E. Read historical narratives imaginatively. 

	Standard 3 : Historical Analysis and Interpretation 
	A. Compare and contrast differing sets of ideas. 
B. Consider multiple perspectives. 
J. Hypothesize the influence of the past. 

	Standard 5 : Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making 
	A. Identify issues and problems in the past. 
D. Evaluate alternative courses of action. 
F. Evaluate the implementation of a decision. 


5. Three to Five Key Questions:
1. How is American identity formed?

2. What happens when the dominant group believes a minority group is working against it?

3. Was Japanese Internment constitutional?  Was it morally and politically appropriate?

4. Can an event like the Japanese Internment happen again?  What can we do to prevent it?

6. Three to Five Learning Objectives

1. Describe American Identity including those included and those excluded

2. Debate the constitutionality of Japanese Internment
3. Evaluate the implementation of Executive Order 9066

4. Critically evaluate whether Japanese Interment could happen again to another minority group in the US.

7.  Learning Activities
Day One – US Identity
Do Now
Students enter class and complete the Do Now.  The Do Now asks students to pick up copies of the Declaration of Independence, the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights.   Students, working in pairs, are asked to highlight any core beliefs or rights outlined in these documents.  Students then read Reading Four – Membership in the United States.    

Copies of the Declaration of Independence, the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights can be attained at http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution.html
Identity Chart






Using Mimio Notebook, the Mimio and an Overhead Projector*, students complete an identity chart for the United States.  Students take turns coming up to the board and writing ideas, beliefs, rights, and historical moments which answer the following questions:

Who is an American, who is not?


What do we have in common as Americans?


What rights to we share?


What common beliefs do we have?

*Activity can also be completed with on large poster paper.

Discussion/ Journal Reflection

What can we say about our nation’s identity based on our work today?   Can you think of moments when the US has not lived up to its identity or is common beliefs in freedom and equality?  
Day Two – A Case Study in Japanese Internment


Do Now 

Think, Pair, Share (TPS) about journal reflection from the day before.  

JigSaw

Each student is given one of five sources concerning the Internment of Japanese Americans on the West Coast.  Students first read their source to themselves and then work with students who were given the same source to become an “expert” on the content and context of the source.  Students should ask any questions them have about their sources from their peers and the teachers.    In their expert groups students use the APPARTS Primary Source Analysis Strategy to analyze the source.  

Students then move into “jigsaw groups.”  Each jigsaw group has one student who read each article and the five articles are represented in each circle.  Student then spend time sharing their source and what they learned about Japanese Internment using their APPARTS sheet as a guide.
Students then complete a brief reflection in their journals using all five of the sources as evidence and answering the following questions:

1. Why were Japanese Americans interned during World War II? 
2.  What are some reasons Americans would have supported internment? 

3. What are the legal reasons internment was allowed? 

4. What rights were Japanese Americans denied? 
5. How did the lives of Japanese Americans change because of internment?

Sources:

From Japanese Internment Camps edited by Bryan J. Grapes

1)
“The Pain of Relocation” by Mary Tsukamoto
2)
“Keeping the Family Together at Minidoka” by Helen Murao

From Japanese American Internment: A Historical Reader published by Nextext
3)
“The Stranger Within Our Gates” and “The Fifth Column on the Coast”  an editorial from Time magazine and an article from Walter Lippmann.  

4)
“A Birthright Renounced” from the oral memoirs of Joseph Kurihara

5)
Executive Order 9066 and Civilian Exclusion Order No. 57

The sources are from two anthologies designed for use in the high school classroom.    They are edited sources and include vocabulary, guided questions and annotations where necessary.    The readings are attached.  
Day Three
Simulation
Justice at War:  The Story of the Japanese Internment Camps by Mimi Jo Katano, Wendy Lement and Jordan Winer


 
Four students were chosen on Day One of the Lesson and assigned a role in the play Justice at War:  The Story of the Japanese Internment Camps by Mimi Jo Katano, Wendy Lement and Jordan Winer.  The teacher should assume the role of Chief Justice Stone.
The students will be portraying 


Solicitor General Fahey (attorney)


General John L. Dewitt (witness)


Attorney Mrs. Purcell of the ACLU (attorney)


Mitsuye Edo resident of the Topaz Internment camp in Utah

The remaining students will be the Supreme Court and will participate in the question and answer portion of the play and then vote.
Debrief

Teacher leads the class in a debrief of the activity and guides questions depending on the outcome of the vote.

Day Four

Do Now 

Free Write on your experiences over the last three days.  What is your overall feeling about the treatment of Japanese Americans during World War II?  How has your opinion changed about the internment based on your readings and activities over the last three days?
Discussion

What do you think that the US government did or should have done to heal the wounds of internment?

Hand out President Bush Letter 

What did the letter and reparations check giver Japanese Americans?  What is missing?  What were the drawbacks of this letter?

Journal Writing

The quest for justice and preventing crimes against humanity from happening again are central themes in Facing History and Ourselves.  Do you think that the American government could round up a minority group and detain them again?  Why or why not?  How can we prevent this from occurring in our country and it other countries around the world?

Prezi

When students are ready to share they can come up to the front of the room and enter their thoughts into our class Prezi.  The Prezi will then be made public and posted on our class website.   Prezi allows students to post thoughts in a online presentation software.  The teacher can then map the motion of the Prezi and have an interactive storyboard for any given assignment.  The software is free!  
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