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	     This week long unit is being created to enhance the current common assessment that all students taking United States History 1A at Lowell High School must complete.  This class is mandatory and is scheduled for students during their sophomore year.  This unit could serve as a semester final.   The assessments included within this unit will be worth 25% of our student’s 2nd quarter grade and should take 6-7 class days.   

     For the past couple of years we had our students analyze Supreme Court cases, and in groups create a final product of a Bill of Rights pamphlet.  In order to create a more authentic and more engaging unit I will include a “revised” version of the current assessment , add an introductory activity (Photo Analysis), an outside reading (Mary Beth Tinker Chapter in the Irons Book), and then conclude the unit with a mock trial.
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	STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS


	U.S. History I Learning Standards

The Political and Intellectual Origins of the American Nation: the Revolution and the Constitution, 1763-1789 

USI.9 Explain the reasons for the passage of the Bill of Rights. (H, C)

A. the influence of the British concept of limited government 

B. the particular ways in which the Bill of Rights protects basic freedoms, restricts government power, and ensures rights to persons accused of crimes 

Seminal Primary Documents to Read: the Bill of Rights (1791)

The Formation and Framework of American Democracy

USI.12 Explain and provide examples of different forms of government, including democracy, monarchy, oligarchy, theocracy, and autocracy. (H, C)

USI.13 Explain why the United States government is classified as a democratic government. 

(H, C) 

USI.14 Explain the characteristics of American democracy, including the concepts of popular sovereignty and constitutional government, which includes representative institutions, federalism, separation of powers, shared powers, checks and balances, and individual rights. (H, C)

USI.21 Describe how decisions are made in a democracy, including the role of legislatures, courts, executives, and the public. (H, C)

Standards in Historical Thinking from the National Center for History in the Schools Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s
Standard 2: The impact of the American Revolution on politics, economy, and society 
Standard 3: The institutions and practices of government created during the Revolution and how they were revised between 1787 and 1815 to create the foundation of the American political system based on the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights

	Understandings:
Students will understand …

· The purpose of the Bill of Rights in maintaining Checks and Balance of Power
· The content of first 10 Amendments 
· Why the Bill of Rights were added to the Constitution.
· How the Separation of Power structure of the United States government works
· That the history of the US has been shaped by individuals and their struggle for equality
· How our court system works
	Essential Questions:
· What individual rights are protected in the Bill or Rights?

· What are an individual’s rights and/or duties as a citizen?
· Can one person make a difference?

· How can an individual participate in a Democracy without being a politician? 
· Do citizens have a responsibility to participate in government?  i.e. – civic duties

	Students will be familiar with…
The accomplishments of:  Mary Beth Tinker, The Founding Fathers, John Marshall
Vocabulary terms:  Separation of Powers, Legislative, Executive, Judicial, Judicial Review, Bill of Rights, Double Jeopardy, Amendments 1-10

	Students will be able to…
· List and explain the individual rights protected by the Bill of Rights

· Explain the process of the U.S. legal systems
· Evaluate the process of Separation of Powers
· Describe the duties/responsibilities of a Citizen of the United States

· Write a legal brief, legal opinion, or editorial about a supreme court case

	STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Performance Tasks:  

Performance Task #1: Common Assessment- Bill of Rights Pamphlet 
Students will be placed in groups of 4 and each student will be responsible for analyzing 4 Supreme Court cases involving one of the rights protected in the Bill of Rights.  Each student will analyze a 1st Amendment case and be responsible for 3 other Amendments.  For the final product end each group will create a pamphlet including a total of 12 completed templates including 1 for each of the 10 Amendments.  
Performance Task #2 Mock Trial – Tinker v. Des Moines School District  
Students will be assigned either the role of a lawyer defending the students, the lawyer defending the School district, the Judge deciding the case, or a court reporter writing an editorial.   Each student will be required to take case notes, participate in the mock trial, and complete a written assessment.  Depending on their role, students will either write a legal brief, a legal opinion, an editorial or create a political cartoon depicting the case during class.  


	Key Criteria #1
Students pamphlets needs to include:

· a cover page
· a table of contents 
· a picture (from internet or drawn) representing each amendment
· a summary of the case (facts, Amendment)

· a summary of the legal question addressed
· a summary of the decision (Majority and Dissenting (if applicable))


	Key Criteria #2
Students will need to complete one of the following:
· Full participation in the mock trial in class

· Lawyer:  Case notes and a Legal Brief
· Judge:  Case notes a Legal Opinion based on verdict

· Courtroom reporter:  Case notes and an editorial or political cartoon
                      (Description in more detail in hard copy packet)

Other Evidence

· Bill of Rights Matrix for Understanding  and Spectrum (Most to Least important)
· Chapter Test, Vocabulary Quiz and Semester Exam

· *Optional outside reading summary (notes)

Students will have an extra credit option of reading the Marybeth Tinker Chapter in the Peter Irons book.

Irons, Peter. The Courage of Their Convictions: Sixteen Americans Who Fought Their Way to the 

Supreme Court. 231-252. New York, New York: Penguin Books, 1990.  The real life story of Mary Beth Tinker and her fight for her First Amendment Right and how she helped shape the Constitution. 




	Stage 3 – Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction (6-7 Days)


	Day 1

1. Introduce students with essential question of what is the Bill of Rights and define key vocabulary terms.

2. Students will complete History Alive activity, analyzing photographs representing a right protected within the Bill of Rights (Pictures and Student Handout included in hard copy)
HW:  Students will create a Spectrum of “Most” to “Least” important Amendment, justifying placement of each amendment
Day 2
1.  Introduce Bill of Rights Pamphlet project and assign groups 
2. Model a First Amendment Case (complete a case template with class)

HW: Complete 2 Court Case templates
Day 3 (Computer Lab)

1. Students will search the internet for images representing their cases/amendments
2. Students can draw a picture in place of finding an image

3. Group work on pamphlets 
HW:  Complete 2 Court Case templates (4 total per student)
Day 4

1. Students will work in their group to complete their Bill of Rights pamphlet 

2. Additional library and work at home is recommended 
HW:  Final Bill of Rights Pamphlet due next day

Day 5 (May need more than 1 Day for this!!)
1. Mock Trial Introduction and Role assignments
HW: Complete Trial Notes

· Optional Reading: Optional outside reading summary (notes)

Students will have an extra credit option of reading the Marybeth Tinker Chapter in the Peter Irons book.

Day 6 or 7
1. Mock Trial

HW: Complete assigned assessment (Due dates: TBD)
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