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This three day lesson plan would take a look at the social protest movement during the Vietnam War.  The lesson would take place as a part of a unit on the Vietnam War in my grade 11 Advanced Placement United States II History class.  It would follow the study of the general history and politics of the Vietnam War and the Cold War in general.  Although I have discussed the protest movement with my students in the past, this lesson would help bring the movement alive to them and will help them to make connections to our world today.  It will incorporate great primary sources through the web that will include excerpts of speeches, music of the era, and videos of the era.

Too often in an Advanced Placement course, we spend our time focusing only on the information we believe will be on the Advanced Placement exam at the end of the year.  We often lose site of the fact that we are teaching these students all of United States History and that the social movements are perhaps the most important aspect of history.  Also, the College Board has been moving away from the traditional style of the exam and will continue to focus more and more on social movements, so this lesson will help me move in that direction as a teacher.

This project incorporates the knowledge and ideas I gained from the Teaching American History Grant Program I completed during the 2009-2010 school year.  Also, it comes from the knowledge and skills I gained from the week long summer course directed by Primary Source through the T.A.H. Program.








Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework
Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework: US History II Learning Standards
· USII.28 Analyze the important domestic policies and events that took place during the presidencies of Presidents Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon.
· C. Johnson’s Great Society Programs
· D. Nixon’s appeal to “the silent majority”
· E. the anti-war and counter-cultural movements

Standards in Historical Thinking
Standard 1 – Chronological Thinking
· Identify the temporal structure of a historical narrative or story.
· Reconstruct patterns of historical succession and duration; explain historical continuity and change.

Standard 2 – Historical Comprehension
· Identify the author or source of the historical document or narrative and assess its credibility.
· Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage.
· Identify the central question the historical narrative addresses.
· Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations.
· Read historical narratives imaginatively.
· Appreciate historical perspectives.

Standard 3 – Historical Analysis and Interpretation
· Compare and contrast differing sets of ideas.
· Consider multiple perspectives.
· Distinguish between unsupported expressions of opinion and informed hypotheses ground in historical evidence.
· Hold interpretations of history as tentative.

Standard 4 – Historical Research Capabilities
· Formulate historical questions.

Standard 5 – Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making
· Identify issues and problems in the past.
· Evaluate alternative courses of action.
· Evaluate the implementation of a decision.

Essential Questions
· What role did the government play in supporting the war in Vietnam?
· How did the protest movement impact the decisions made by leaders about the war in Vietnam?
· How effective is various media such as music and video in gaining support for a cause?

Learning Objectives
· Students will understand the impact of the Vietnam War on various demographic groups in the United States.
· Students will understand the causes and effects of the protest movement against the war in Vietnam.
· Students will understand the role of various media and its impact on the course of the war in Vietnam.
Learning Activities

Prior Knowledge
This lesson would take place at the end of a unit on the Vietnam War.  Students will have learned about the political, military, and economic impact of the War on the United States through a variety of methods including classroom activities, lectures, and readings of both their textbook and primary sources.  This unit would be taught during the 4th Quarter of the school year and students will have learned how to use all technology available at the school including school computers and appropriate navigation of the internet.

Lesson Day 1 (50 minute class period)
· As a hook, the class will open with a short video from the History Channel website that gives an overview of the Vietnam War in terms of the statistics dealing with United States’ soldiers. (http://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war-protests/videos#vietnam)
· Students will next read an excerpt of a speech given by President Johnson.  This excerpt outlines the President’s reasons for why America must involve itself in Vietnam.
(http://vietnam.vassar.edu/overview/doc12.html) copy attached 
· Following the video, students will be separated into four groups (size of the groups will vary based on class size) and assigned a role.  The four roles are African Americans, Women, Upper Class White Men, and Lower Class White Men.  The groups will have to come up with a list of reasons why they either support or oppose the war in Vietnam.  
· Finally, the class will partake in a “fishbowl debate.”  Four chairs will be set up in the center of the room, and a representative from each of the groups will sit in the chair.  Each student must make a valid point either in favor of or against the Vietnam War.  The teacher will act as the facilitator of this activity and will pose questions and make comments to keep the debate moving along.  Once a student has made at least one argument, another student from their group will tap them on the shoulder and take their place in the chair.  This will continue until the end of the class and each student must enter the “fishbowl” at least two times (this assessment technique may be modified based on class size).

Lesson Day 2 (50 minute class period)
· As a hook, the class will open with the song and video “We Are the World” that was put together to raise awareness and money for the earthquake victims of Haiti.  We will talk about the role of music and culture in the politics and events of our society.
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Glny4jSciVI) 
· I will next play two songs that were anti-war from the Vietnam Era.  I will hand out the lyrics to the songs to the students before playing it so they will be able to follow along.  I will ask the students to circle or highlight particular lines or words from the songs that they think help emphasize the anti-war message.  The first song is “Fortunate Son” by Creedence Clearwater Revival and the second song is “War” by Edwin Starr. (All lyrics attached)
(“Fortunate Son” from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EU7H--USv6Y) 
(“War” from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01-2pNCZiNk&p=4EF5632BEC6C5ECA&playnext=1&index=4) 
· We will then spend a few minutes as a class discussing the parts that made an impression on the students.
· Next, I will play two songs that were pro-war from the Vietnam Era.  I will hand out the lyrics to the songs to the students before playing it so they will be able to follow along.  I will ask the students to circle or highlight particular lines or words from the songs that they think will help emphasize the pro-war message.  The first song is Ballad of the “Green Beret” by SSgt Barry Sadler and the second is “Okie from Muskogee” by Merle Haggard.
(“Okie from Muskogee” from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iYY2FQHFwE) 
(“Green Beret” from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LH4-tOqLH94) 
· Following these songs, we will again have a class discussion about the parts of the songs that made an impression on the students.
· To close, the students will write a one to two page paper comparing the styles of the songs, the lyrics of the songs, and the effectiveness of their messages.  They will end their paper with their opinion about which song was the best.

Lesson Day 3 (50 minute class period)
· As a hook, we will begin class discussing the current wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  We will discuss if any students have family members who are in the armed service.  Then I will ask them their opinions about any anti-war movement that exists in our country today.
· Next, I will show a video with a news clip showing anti-Vietnam War protests from the 1960s.  The students will be asked to watch the video, and then write down notes about what they see.  They will be instructed to look for the temperament of the protesters, their actions, any security, and their overall impressions.  When the clip is finished, we will have a brief class discussion about the notes of the students.
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mDiFkckszCw) 
· I will then show a video showing a protest to the Iraq war by protesters in San Francisco.  The students will be asked to watch the video, and then write down notes about what they see.  They will be instructed to look for the temperament of the protesters, their actions, any security, and their overall impressions.  When the clip is finished, we will have a brief class discussion about the notes of the students.
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18DKllthcCE) 
· Following the discussion, the students will have to write a one page response comparing the two videos and the protest movements in general.  
· To close the lesson, students will be put into pairs.  They will be asked to create a piece of propaganda that either supports the war in Vietnam, or opposes the war in Vietnam.  They will use the knowledge they have gained from the previous two and a half days of the lesson.  They can be as creative as they like, and will have the option to write a speech, make a poster, or create a song as their form of protest.  Time permitting, the students will present their work to the class.
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Primary Sources
Lyrics to Ballad of the Green Beret by SSgt Barry Sadler
Fighting soldiers from the sky 
Fearless men who jump and die 
Men who mean just what they say 
The brave men of the Green Beret 
Silver wings upon their chest 
These are men, America's best 
One hundred men will test today 
But only three win the Green Beret 
Trained to live off nature's land 
Trained in combat, hand-to-hand 
Men who fight by night and day 
Courage peak from the Green Berets 
Silver wings upon their chest 
These are men, America's best 
One hundred men will test today 
But only three win the Green Beret 
Back at home a young wife waits 
Her Green Beret has met his fate 
He has died for those oppressed 
Leaving her his last request 
Put silver wings on my son's chest 
Make him one of America's best 
He'll be a man they'll test one day 
Have him win the Green Beret. 










Lyrics to Fortunate Son by Creedence Clearwater Revival
Some folks are born to wave the flag 
Ooh they're red white and blue.
And when the band plays "Hail to the chief"
Ooh they point the cannon at you Lord

It ain't me, it ain't me I ain't no senator's son son
It ain't me, it ain't me; I ain't no fortunate one no

Some folks are born silver spoon in hand
Lord don't they help themselves oh
But when the tax man comes to the door
Lord, the house looks like a rummage sale, yes

It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no millionaire's son, no
It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no fortunate one, no

Some folks inherit star spangled eyes
Ooh, they send you down to war, Lord
And when you ask them, "How much should we give?"
Ooh, they only answer more! more! more! 

It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no military son, son
It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no fortunate one, one
It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no fortunate one, no no no
It ain't me, it ain't me, I ain't no fortunate son, no no no














Lyrics to Okie from Muskogee

We don't smoke marijuana in Muskogee;
We don't take our trips on LSD
We don't burn our draft cards down on Main Street;
We like livin' right, and bein' free.

I'm proud to be an Okie from Muskogee,
A place where even squares can have a ball
We still wave Old Glory down at the courthouse,
And white lightnin's still the biggest thrill of all

We don't make a party out of lovin';
We like holdin' hands and pitchin' woo;
We don't let our hair grow long and shaggy,
Like the hippies out in San Francisco do.

And I'm proud to be an Okie from Muskogee,
A place where even squares can have a ball.
We still wave Old Glory down at the courthouse,
And white lightnin's still the biggest thrill of all.

Leather boots are still in style for manly footwear;
Beads and Roman sandals won't be seen.
Football's still the roughest thing on campus,
And the kids here still respect the college dean.

We still wave Old Glory down at the courthouse,
In Muskogee, Oklahoma, USA.














Lyrics to War by Edwin Starr

War... (huh!) Yeah!
What is it good for?
Absolutely... (nothin'!) Uh huh uh hu-uh.

War... (huh!) Yeah!
What is it good for?
Absolutely... (nothin'!) Say it again y'all.

War... (huh!) Look out!
What is it good for?
Absolutely... (nothin'!) Listen to me.

Ahhh war...
I despise, cause it means destruction of innocent life.
War means tears to thousands of mothers' eyes,
when their sons go off to fight and lose their lives.

I said, war... (huh!) Good God y'all.
What is it good for?
Absolutely... (nothin'!) Say it again.

War... (huh!) Whoa whoa whoa Lord.
What is it good for?
Absolutely... (nothin'!) Listen to me.

War...
It ain't nothin' but a heart breaker.
War...
Friend only, to the undertaker.

Ahhh war...
is an enemy to all mankind.
The thought of war blows my mind.
War has caused unrest within the younger generation.
Induction, then destruction. Who wants to die?

Ahhh war... (huh!) Good God y'all.
What is it good for?
Absolutely... (nothin'!) Say it, say it, say it.

War... (huh!) Uh huh yeah, huh!
What is it good for?
Absolutely... (nothin'!) Listen to me.

War...
It ain't nothin' but a heart breaker.
War...
Its got one friend, that's the undertaker.

Ahhh war...
has shattered, many a young man's dreams.
Made him disabled, bitter and mean.
Life is but too short and precious,
it's been fighting wars each day.
War can't give life, it can only take it away.

Ahhh war... (huh!) Good God y'all.
What is it good for?
Absolutely... (nothin'!) Say it again.

War... (huh!) Whoa whoa whoa Lord.
What is it good for?
Absolutely... (nothin'!) Listen to me.

War...
It ain't nothin' but a heart breaker.
War...
Friend only, to the undertaker.

wooo

Peace, love and understanding, tell me
Is there no place for them today?
They say we must fight, to keep our freedom,
but Lord knows there's got to be a better way.

Ahhh war... (huh!) Good God y'all.
What is it good for?
You tell 'em. (nothin'!) Say it, say it, say it, say it.

War... (huh!) Good God now, huh!
What is it good for?
Stand up and shout it. (nothin'!)... [FADE OUT]






Excerpts from Speech Given by President Johnson at Johns Hopkins University, April 7,1965
Viet Nam is far away from this quiet campus. We have no territory there, nor do we seek any. The war is dirty and brutal and difficult. And some 400 young men, born into an America that is bursting with opportunity and promise, have ended their lives, on Viet-Nam's steaming soil.
Why must we take this painful road?
Why must this Nation hazard its ease, and its interest, and its power for the sake of a people so far away?
We fight because we must fight if we are to live in a world where every country can shape its own destiny. And only in such a world will our own freedom be finally secure....
The first reality is that North VietNam has attacked the independent nation of South Viet-Nam. Its object is total conquest.
Of course, some of the people of South Viet-Nam are participating in attack on their own government. But trained men and supplies, orders and arms, flow in a constant stream from north to south....
Over this war and all Asia is another reality: the deepening shadow of Communist China. The rulers in Hanoi are urged on by Peking. This is a regime which has destroyed freedom in Tibet, which has attacked India, and has been condemned by the United Nations for aggression in Korea....
Why are these realities our concern? Why are we in South Vietnam?
We are there because we have a promise to keep. Since 1954 every American President has offered support to the people of South Viet-Nam. We have helped to build, and we have helped to defend. Thus, over many years, we have made a national pledge to help South Viet-Nam defend its independence. And I intend to keep that promise...
We are also there to strengthen world order. Around the globe, from Berlin to Thailand, are people whose well being rests, in part, on the belief that they can count on us if they are attacked. To leave Viet-Nam to its fate would shake the confidence of all these people in the value of an American commitment and in the value of America's word. The result would be increased unrest and instability, and even wider war.
We are also there because there are great stakes in the balance. Let no one think for a moment that retreat from Viet-Nam would bring an end to conflict. The battle would be renewed in one country and then another. The central lesson of our time is that the appetite of aggression is never satisfied. To withdraw from one battlefield means only to prepare for the next. We must say in Southeast Asia as we did in Europe in the words of the Bible: "Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further."...
Our objective is the independence of South Viet-Nam, and its freedom from attack. We want nothing for ourselves only that the people of South Viet-Nam be allowed to guide their own country in their own way. We will do everything necessary to reach that objective. And we will do only what is absolutely necessary.
In recent months attacks on South Viet Nam were stepped up. Thus, it became necessary for us to increase our response and to make attacks by air. This is not a change of purpose. It is a change in which we believe that purpose requires...
These countries of southeast Asia are homes for millions of impoverished people. Each day these people rise at dawn and struggle through until the night to wrestle existence from the soil. They are often wracked by disease, plagued by hunger, and death comes at the early age of 40.
For our part I will ask the Congress to join in a billion dollar American investment in this effort as soon as it is underway.
The task is nothing less than to enrich the hopes and the existence of more than a hundred million people. And there is much to be done.
The vast Mekong River can provide food and water and power on a scale to dwarf even our own TVA....
SOURCE: Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: Lyndon B. Johnson, 1965, pp. 394-397.
From website: http://vietnam.vassar.edu/overview/doc12.html  accessed September 24, 2010 

