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Abstract: This is a 3-day lesson plan focused on the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  It can be used in any High School classroom but is focused on the topics covered in U.S. History I for the Lowell School District.  It covers a study of the Constitutional Convention and major decisions that were made about how the United States government would be run.  Also, it looks at the addition of the Bill of Rights as well as how the Supreme Court has interpreted these amendments.  In the end, students will be able to think about the aspects of our government that they feel are most important and how they impact our daily lives as U.S. citizens

Name:  Kara Pigeon


District: Lowell

Subject: U.S. History I

Grade Level: 10/11

Date:
6/5/2010


Unit: The Constitution

Lesson Title: The Constitutional Convention: Conflicts and Compromise
Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework Standards Addressed:  
USI.6 Explain the reasons for the adoption of the Articles of Confederation in 1781, including why its drafters created a weak central government; analyze the shortcomings of the national government under the Articles; and describe the crucial events (e.g., Shays’s rebellion) leading to the Constitutional Convention. (H, C)

Seminal Primary Documents to Read: the Northwest Ordinance (1787)

USI.7 Explain the roles of various founders at the Constitutional Convention. Describe the major debates that occurred at the Convention and the “Great Compromise” that was reached. (H, C)

Major Debates

A. the distribution of political power

B. the rights of individuals

C. the rights of states

D. slavery
Founders
A. Benjamin Franklin 

B. Alexander Hamilton 

C. James Madison 

D. George Washington
Seminal Primary Documents to Read: the U.S. Constitution

USI.8 Describe the debate over the ratification of the Constitution between Federalists and Anti-Federalists and explain the key ideas contained in the Federalist Papers on federalism, factions, checks and balances, and the importance of an independent judiciary. (H, C)
Seminal Primary Documents to Read: Federalist Paper number 10

Seminal Primary Documents to Consider: Federalist Papers numbers 1, 9, 39, 51, and 78
USI.9 Explain the reasons for the passage of the Bill of Rights. (H, C)

A. the influence of the British concept of limited government 

B. the particular ways in which the Bill of Rights protects basic freedoms, restricts government power, and ensures rights to persons accused of crimes 
Standards in Historical Thinking Addressed:
Standard 2: Historical Comprehension
Standard 3: Historical Analysis and Interpretation

Standard 5: Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making

Essential Questions:

1.) What issues were addressed by our founding fathers at the Constitution Convention?
2.) How do compromises that were made the Constitution Convention affect citizens today?

3.) Why was the addition of the Bill or Rights so important?  How has it protected or not protected citizens?

4.) What aspects of U.S. government are vital to democracy? Should be changed?
Learning Objectives:  
1.) Students will understand why the Articles of Confederation failed and will discuss why members of the Constitutional Convention met to re-develop the American government.

2.) Students will evaluate the compromises made at the convention and analyze how they have impacted U.S. government.

3.) Students will be able to give examples of how the Bill of Rights protects their civil liberties.
Procedure (Lesson Activities):  
DAY 1: Prior to day 1 it is expected that the Revolutionary War has been covered and that students have an understanding of the Articles of Confederation.  A fabulous reading to assign the night before day one activities would be the Introduction (pg. 1-10) of A Brilliant Solution by Carol Berkin.  It is a quick read and would be appropriate for any level of a high school classroom.

On day 1 students should review the flaws of the articles of Confederation and the major problems that occurred in the country under the articles.  The teacher can make a list of weaknesses on the board. (Ex. 13 separate states and currencies, Shay’s Rebellion, no Supreme Court or Executive, etc.) Discuss why these problems existed under the Articles and why the government had been set up the way that it was.  What did the founding father fear after their break with England?  Why, despite all of the problems were people still unwilling to make changes to the government?

Then, divide the class into groups and assign each group a personality for the activity to be done.  Groups should be no more than 4 students and the class size will depend on how many personalities are handed out.  Give each group a different personality that was represented at the Constitutional Convention. (Ex. George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, etc.)   If you would like you could also have a group representing Rhode Island who had no representative at the Convention.  Ask each group to answer the following questions from the point of view of the state they represent.  Each group needs to explain why they would support the stand they have taken.
Should there be an executive?

If yes, how should the election process work?

Should there be one vote per state?  If not, how should states vote at the federal level?
How many votes should be needed to pass a law?

How many votes should be needed to revise the Constitution?

Who should be allowed to vote in elections?

Who should have the power to tax?

Who should regulate trade?

Who should settle disputes between states?

Who should make treaties?

Should there be a national currency?

After groups have been able to work on the questions discuss the problems that faced members at the Constitutional Convention.  For homework, have the students complete a journal article on their personal feelings on each of these issues.
DAY 2:  Day 2 will focus on the compromises that were actually made and how the representatives came to the conclusions that they did.  One great review sheet that can be used with a higher level class can be found at http://www.historyteacher.net/AHAP/Charts/WS-Questions_on_the_Constitution.pdf and is very helpful.  It covers the major roles of each branch and has charts for the compromises made.  Break the class into two teams and for issue facing the representatives each side an opposing viewpoint.  Examples:
Representation: Should representation be equal or based on population (Large vs. Small states)
The slave debate: Should slaves be counted towards representations (Slave vs. Free states)

Slave trade: This time, debate if the importation of slaves should continue.

Commerce: Should the federal government be able to tax imports? (North vs. South)

Elections: Only the rich should be able to vote (Aristocrats vs. Everyday citizens)

After students have had a chance to debate for a bit ten bring the class back together.  Discuss the actual decisions that were made and how they were reached.  To end day 2 place a Venn diagram on the board that reviews the power given to the federal government and the state government as well as those that are shared by both.



For homework, have the students list the major powers of the executive, judicial and legislative branches.  Then, have them discuss the ways that each branch can check the other branches power.
DAY 3: Day 3 will focus on the addition of the Bill of Rights and how it continues to impact American citizens even today.  I found a fabulous worksheet that is a great introduction to teaching the Bill of Rights.  It is a good way to see how students interpret their rights under the Constitution (see attached).  Break the class into groups of 3 or 4 students and provide each student with a different Supreme Court case that directly deals with the Bill of Rights.  Give each group 2 cases and have them answer the following questions regarding the case:
What is the major issue surrounding the case?

What Amendment is possibly being violated in this case?

What is the right guaranteed to all citizens in this Amendment?

What was the decision of the court in this case?

Was there any dissenting opinion in this case?  Why?

Possible cases that could be used:

Amendment 1:

Hazelwood School District v Kuhlmeier
McCollum v Board of Education in Illinois

Engel v Vital

Feiner v New York

Schempp v Abington School District

Barnett v West Virginia Board of Education

Gregory v Chicago

Tinker v Des Moines School District

Schenck v U.S.

Wisconsin v Yoder
Amendment 2:

U.S. v Miller

Presser v Illinois

Muscarello v U.S.
Amendment 3:

Engbloom v Carey
Amendment 4:

Weeks v United States

Katz v United States

New Jersey v TLO

Skinner v Railway Labor Execs. Assoc.

Mapp v Ohio, 1961
Amendment 5:

Escobedo v Illinois

Miranda v Arizona
Amendment 6:

Gideon v Wainwright
Amendment 7:

Williams v Florida

Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Co. v Haslip et al.
Amendment 8:

Witherspoon v Illinois
Gregg v Georgia
Amendment 9:

Grisword v Connecticut, 1965

Richmond Newspapers, Inc. v Virginia, 1980
Amendment 10:

McCullough v Maryland, 1819
Another great lesson for day 3 is available through History Alive resources.  Ten picture cards are provided that each depicts one of the first ten Amendments (ex: army base, court room with jury, bail bondsmen sign)  Students can be broken into groups and they describe what is happening in the picture, what right and Amendment is represented and how they chose this Amendment based on the pictures.  It is a faster way to cover the same idea on day 3.
For homework, have the students discuss one of the Amendments and how if impacts them personally.
Assessment of Constitution knowledge:
(75 points)  Write a 300-400 word essay about what the Constitution means to you.  Do you believe the Bill of Rights was necessary or not?  Do you agree with some of the Compromises made at the Convention? (Three-Fifths and Great Compromise)  How do you feel about the contradictions of the Constitution? (Ex. A document meant to ensure liberty in a country that still had slavery) You can also discuss how your rights as an American are protected (or not protected) because of the Constitution. Why do you think so many Americans do not understand (or care to know about) such an important document in our country?
(25 points) Also, create an illustration to accompany your paper.  Pick three words that epitomize the Constitution in your opinion. (Ex. Liberty, equality, freedom, etc.)  Use the three words you chose to create an illustration that depicts the meaning of the Constitution to you.
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Bill of Rights Worksheet
Directions: Read each scenario below. Explain in a couple of sentences whether you agree or disagree with each statement. Write the Bill or Rights amendment that relates to each scenario along with a brief statement that explains what you learned about that amendment. You may use your textbook and class notes. 

1.) A person who enters a room and screams "Bomb!" just to see the reaction of the people in the room is protected under provisions in the Bill of Rights. 

Agree/Disagree: 


Amendment: 

2.) Members of Congress can learn many different things -- such as what you like and dislike about the area where you live -- from letters you send to them.


Agree/Disagree:


Amendment: 

3.) A police officer comes to your door and asks to search your home without probable cause. You don't want to allow the officer to enter, but he is allowed to search your home.


Agree/Disagree:


Amendment: 

4.) Violence is getting to the point in our society where they should stop letting civilians own guns.


Agree/Disagree:


Amendment:
5.) The Death Penalty is a good way to punish those who murder another human being.


Agree/Disagree:


Amendment: 

6.) A person is convicted of murdering another human being. Later, it is discovered that the victim of that murder had actually faked his or her death. Under those circumstances, it would be legal for the person convicted of the murder to kill the person who faked his/her death. 


Agree/Disagree:


Amendment:

7.) Your parents own a house. They invest hours of time and many thousands of dollars into it. The government can make your parents sell the house to them so a highway can be built on the land.


Agree/Disagree: 


Amendment:

8.) If a power is not expressed in the Constitution, then it is the responsibility of the individual states to protect citizens' rights.


Agree/Disagree: 


Amendment:

9.) Even after September 11th, people are still free to practice the Islamic religion in the United States.


Agree/Disagree:


Amendment:

10.) A person involved in a dispute over $10 is permitted to take his or her complaint to a civil court. 


Agree/Disagree: 


Amendment: 

11.) President Bush is allowed to call you at home and tell you that you must let soldiers stay in your home. 


Agree/Disagree: 


Amendment: 

12.) Everybody in the United States has the right to a free education. 


Agree/Disagree:


Amendment:

Federal powers





		State powers


Both








