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Abstract 

PBS’s One Woman One Vote documents the 70-year history of the Women’s Suffrage Movement. The film highlights the movement’s leaders, differing ideologies and strategies, as well as the myriad of obstacles, internal and external, to the women’s suffrage movement. The film’s significance is embodied by the depth and detail with which it covers the movement, especially lesser known and more complicated topics such as the social and political challenges suffragists faced and overcame, which the typical narrative usually evades. The film is a phenomenal extension of the Primary Source course, Making Equality, because of its integration of the US Constitution and the amendment process and its attention to the variety of citizen participation. This film would be best for 10th or 11th grade students as it falls into the US History I and II curriculums. However, any students who have a general understanding of the Constitution’s principles would benefit from the history in this film as it chronicles the long and complicated process of making equality. Teachers should take advantage of the commonality between women’s struggle for rights and groups that grapple for similar rights today. Though this film could be used to compliment a variety of lessons, this film guide compliments the US History I curriculum frameworks, social reform in particular. Furthermore, teachers should consider the opportunity to reinforce and illustrate constitutional issues as well as the amendment process through this film. 

Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework Standards

USI. 14 Explain the characteristics of American democracy, including the concepts of popular sovereignty and constitutional government, which includes representative institutions, federalism, separation of powers, shared powers, checks and balances, and individual rights. 

USI. 33 Analyze the goals and effects of the antebellum women’s suffrage movement.


A. the 1848 Seneca Falls convention


B. Susan B. Anthony


D. Lucretia Mott


E. Elizabeth Cady Stanton

USII. 8 Analyze the origins of Progressivism and important Progressive leaders, and summarize the major accomplishments of Progressivism. 


People


H. Ida Tarbell


I. President Woodrow Wilson


Policies


H. the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920

USII 9 Analyze the post-Civil War struggles of African Americans and women to gain basic civic rights.


A. Carrie Chapman Catt


E. Alice Paul

Standards in Historical Thinking Addressed

Standard 1. Chronological Thinking: 


A. Distinguish between past, present, and future time. 


B. Identify the temporal structure of a historical narrative or history. 


F. Reconstruct patterns of historical succession and duration: explain historical 
continuity and change.

Standard 3: Historical Analysis and Interpretation. 


A. Compare and contrast differing sets of ideas. 


B. Consider multiple perspectives. 


C. Analyze cause and effect relationships and multiple causation, including 


importance of the individual, and the influence of ideas. 


D. Draw comparisons across eras and regions in order to define enduring issues. 

Standard 4: Historical Research Capabilities


F. Support interpretations with historical evidence.

Standard 5: Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making: 


F. Evaluate the implementation of a decision. 

Essential Questions

· What are human rights? (What basic rights should all people have?)

· How did the US Constitution impact and shape the Women’s Rights Movement? How does the US Constitution impact and shape social change?

· What were the different ideologies about women’s rights and how change should be achieved?

· What obstacles, internal and external, challenged the women’s movement?

Vocabulary List

· Conservatism-characterized by traditional values, cautious about change and innovation

· Radicalized-cause to become an advocate of thorough or complete social or political reform, cause to become a member or supporter of extreme views

· Militant-combative and aggressive in support of political or social cause, characterized by extreme, violent, or confrontational methods

These words are essential to understanding and describing the spectrum of ideologies and actions of supporters and opponents of women’s suffrage. When introducing or reviewing these words and how they relate to women’s suffrage, ask students to consider how their meaning is subjective to perspective and their place in a historical past. 

· Campaign-an organized course of action to achieve a certain goal

· Legislature-the law making body of a state

· Lobby-a group of people seeking to influence politicians or public officials on certain issues

· Interest group-a group having a specific, common concern

These words are important for students to be familiar with as they central to understanding how laws are made, influenced, and even thwarted. Students should be encouraged to be aware of these forces in their local, state, and national governments. 

· Picket-a person or group of people standing outside a place of work or other venue to protest or persuade others concerning a particular issue

· Treason-the act of betraying one’s country, including acts that would overthrow the government

Students are probably familiar with these words, but it is crucial to identify them in their historical context of the women’s suffrage movement. Ask students to evaluate whether or not the women’s picketing and posters were in fact treason, have students consider the patriotism of picketing. 

Contextual Resources

· One contextual resource that will help students understand the film is a timeline of the women’s rights movement. Timeline can be found at http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/naw/nawstime.html. Students will use this timeline as an outline throughout the film and should be encouraged to use the timeline as a guide on which to take notes and compile questions. 
· Another contextual resource is a diagram of the amendment process to help students identify and follow the different paths of the two women’s movements. Background information as well as a graphic organizer of the amendment process can be found at http://www.streetlaw.org/en/Page.Landmark.Johnson.activities.process.aspx. This resource should be used before showing the film, perhaps as a review or as an introduction to the amendment process, to create the scaffolding necessary to understand the two competing ideologies in achieving suffrage.

· This final contextual resource is a lengthy article that provides information about the pervading “cult of domesticity,” which, no doubt, fueled the women’s rights movement. Because of its length, I recommend jig-sawing (divide, specialize, and share) the content. The article is posted by the Women’s International Center and can be found at the following link http://www.wic.org/misc/history.htm.

Pre-Viewing Activities
Both of these activities address Historical Thinking Standards 3 as students’ notes are structured to compare and contrast the different ideas and perspectives among people who wanted progress for women’s rights. Furthermore, the design of the notes emphasizes the role of the individual. 
· The portrait guide, which follows as an attached document, is designed for students to complete during the film. The portrait guide, with pictures of key people, helps students identify notable people and take notes on each person’s contribution to the women’s movement. This is a student centered and independent activity. Teachers need only to explain the purpose of the portrait guide and how the students should use it (mentioned above). 

· The included note guide can be used in addition to or instead of the portrait guide. Teachers want students to be engaged when they watch films, however, sometimes providing worksheets with specific questions creates unnecessary anxiety. With an open ended graphic organizer, such as the one included as an attached document, students are able to take notes with purpose, directed towards the main themes you want them to pull from the film. I have found this format very successful at achieving my goals and increasing student understanding and participation. The completion of this note guide is essential to post-viewing activities. 

Post-Viewing Activities

These activities also focus on Historical Thinking Benchmarks 3 and 4 as it challenges students use the information they’ve gathered regarding differing set of ideas and perspectives and support their interpretations and arguments with the historical evidence and other information provided in the film. 
Debating Ideologies and Strategies. Depending upon the personalities of the students, you may choose to have a straightforward debate, or encourage students to assume the roles of NWSA and AWSA leaders. Using their note and portrait guides, students can debate the leadership, ideologies, and strategies of the National Suffrage Association and the National Women’s Party. To prepare for a debate, students should use their note and portrait guide to create a Venn diagram of the two groups’ ideas and methods. Issues to consider in the debate are:

· Strategy: To pursue an amendment to the national constitution or state constitution?

· Current Events: To support the President during WWI or continue the campaign?

· Membership: Who to recruit? What groups will make progress, which will thwart progress? (consider class, education, race, religion)

TheatreEspresso’s Tableau 


from Wake Up to History Drama in the Classroom Teaching History

A tableau is when students recreate a scene from a historical moment. Teachers introduce the scene’s historical context. Students are shown the scene or picture and choose a person in the scene to imitate or adlib another figure that is appropriate for the scene, for example a newspaper reporter. Students recreate the scene by matching their body language to their individual strike a pose matching that of individual, or, again, adlibbing a relevant position. Then, students are asked to think about the thoughts and emotions of the person they chose to imitate. The teacher circulates throughout the participants and as he/she puts their hand over a student, the student must share their thoughts based on the point of view of their individual. 
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Two suggested pictures are of Inez Milholland from the 1913 Women’s Suffrage Parade, which can be found at http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsc.00031, or a picture of the arrest of women picketers in 1917, which can be found at http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/displayPhoto.pl?path=/service/mss/mnwp/160&topImages=160041r.jpg&topLinks=160041v.jpg,160041u.tif&displayProfile=0&dir=ammem&itemLink=r?ammem/mnwp:@field(DOCID+@lit(mnwp000231)). 

Background Readings

Keyssar, Alexander. The Right to Vote. NY: Basic Books, 2000. 

Wheeler, Marjorie Spruill, ed. One Woman, One Vote: Rediscovering the Woman 
Suffrage Movement. OR: Newsage Press, 1995. 

Tips for Teachers

· Pitfalls to avoid: Do not show the film straight through! It is strongly recommended to show one segment at a time, avoid showing even two segments back to back. Though the film is interesting, it can tend towards monotonous if viewed for periods long than twelve to fifteen minutes. Allow students to work on pre-viewing activities in between segments, if you feel you need to show more than one. Select segments purposefully, see last bullet point. Also, take time to review the amendment process; it will create the necessary scaffolding for students to understand one of the main divisions between the NWSA and the AWSA. Lastly, also take the time to set up the historical context of the cult of domesticity; this will also create the necessary scaffolding for students to understand the importance and origins of the women’s movement and their demands. Contextual resources to help build both scaffolding are provided in the contextual resources section.

· Possible student misunderstandings could arise from the two processes in creating an amendment, which is why the StreetLaw.org Amendment process contextual resource was included in this film guide. Furthermore, it is important for students to recognize the cult of domesticity, and how not all women wanted the right to vote, how some thought it would corrupt women. My students always find this absolutely intriguing. Ask students to think of a modern issue that divides a particular group because of cultural norms. 
· Some students might be sensitive to the different issues that divided the women’s movement, race, class, and education. However, these are important subjects to discuss and acknowledge because they are constant and powerful factors in our world. Though there is no graphic footage of the force feedings, students might be sensitive to the descriptions of the treatment the women received in prison. It is obviously not a pleasant topic, however, the topics of torture and cruel treatment frequently occur in the news, and are important issues to address in a mature and serious setting, especially as you can continue the discussion on making equality to groups that are victims to such treatment.

· Suggestions for how to excerpt the film: My film guide title, One Woman, Our Vote, stems from a common theme throughout all the segments, a theme that embodies the role and power of the individual and that through the collective actions of individuals, women accomplished the unimaginable, the dream of equality. The Primary Source orientation highlighted this theme of the forces that shape and drive individuals: ideas, dreams, philosophy, and religion, which are typically left out of traditional narrative of civil rights. The majority of the One Woman One Vote segments capture elements of this theme, bringing personality and heart to the movement, making it more relatable to students. Though it is recommended not to show segments straight through, there are numerous valuable segments in the film. I’ve listed the segments according to their title chapter, as labeled by the film menu. The segments I found most valuable because they are often not covered in traditional histories are as follows:

· Hidden Enemy provides insight into the barriers and obstacles woman faced including the Society of Women of Beacon Hill, women who opposed suffrage, emphasizing moral purity in private and domestic life. 

· Sisters and Strangers highlights new suffragists and black suffragists, Sojourner Truth and Mary Church Terrell, who are mentioned in the US frameworks, but are often marginalized and compartmentalized in the typical narrative.

· Ties that Bind reveals the impact of class on the movement through depression, immigration, and labor struggles. This segment is a phenomenal teaching moment as its relevance to modern society is inescapable. These issues continue to complicate the struggle for and even definition of equality. Discussions at the Primary Source Institute scholars and participants considered the relationship between equality and sameness. This section provides the opportunity to spur this discussion among students. 

· Hard Times illustrates the criticism suffragists received from those who disapproved through political cartoons as well as being mocked in Charlie Chapman short films. This segment represents the criticism, harassment, and defamation that are typical reactions to any individual or group that stands up to the status quo. Whatever the group, whatever the cause, we teach them as a struggle because of this element of danger and risk. 

· We Demand sheds light onto the international realm of the suffrage movement, including Emmaline Pankhurst in England and introducing the dynamic Alice Paul and other “new wave” suffragists, Lucy Burns and Inez Millholland. 

· We Have Power continues the theme from Ties that Bind, as wealthy women and labor women united to organize.

· Patriots and Prisoners, a must show, tells, perhaps the most well know aspect of the suffrage movement, and the impact WWI had on the campaign, suffrage leaders were faced with the decision to support the President in the war effort or to continue to challenge the President for suffrage, which also is a main division between the and the NWP. This is an excellent opportunity to discuss compromise, another theme from the Making Equality course. Disagreements over protest and principle he women’s movement, like other groups fighting for equality, e.g. also from the US I curriculum, abolition, with the question: to compromise or split ways. 

· Women and War Service captures some of the most iconic images of the women’s suffrage movement, the NWP picket line! 

Subjective Review

PBS’s One Woman One Vote provides a thorough scope of the women’s rights movement. The film, in its entirety, viewed uninterrupted from beginning to end, is overwhelming in its content. However, as made apparent by my excerpt suggestions, the film is beyond value in presenting detailed collections of vignettes, photographs, and leading figures woven together to illustrate the immense challenges and dynamic personalities that comprise this quest for equality and common dignity. The major critique I have of One Woman One Vote is that, despite the artful narrative by Susan Sarandon, the documentary does not capture the risk, danger, and thrill of this movement. Perhaps this is because the film is limited by its nature, journal entries, excerpted passages, black and white photographs. One might consider HBO’s Iron Jawed Angels, named after the imprisoned picketers’ hunger strikes. This film, with the advantage of beautiful actresses, popular music, and an artful historical interpretation, brings excitement to the women’s movement. Though this film should be reserved for a mature audience for the academic purpose of analyzing historical interpretation, there are segments, such as its reenactment of the 1913 Women’s Suffrage parade, that capture the excitement and danger in the memorable event. Alas, such is the benefit of a feature film as oppose to the documentary style of One Woman One Vote. Whether one has a single class period or a week to cover the women’s rights movement, One Woman One Vote is the film to that delivers the collectivity and individuality of strength, courage, and intellect essential to the women’s rights movement. 

