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I. 
A combined force of Ogala Lakota Indians and members of the American Indian Movement seized control of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation’s town of Wounded Knee on the night of February 27, 1973.  Looking to right the wrongs of past injustice, as well as the corrupt leadership of Reservation head Dick Wilson, these Native American activists stood off with local leadership and the Federal Government for 71 days.  Amidst immense media coverage and difficult conditions these activists captured the attention of the nation and the international community.  Through their endurance AIM and the Ogala Lakota Indians brought to the forefront of the national landscape the politics of the Native American and despite hardship and struggle opened the door for later victories within the movement.

This documentary film ties in nicely with a United States History II class under the Massachusetts frameworks.  It should be used as a supplement to the study of the Native American Civil Rights movements of the time, as taken in whole with the Civil Rights Era of the 1960s and 70s.  The film is appropriate and will provide a meaningful learning experience for sophomores in high school.

II. Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework Standards

USII.25 Analyze the origins, goals, and key events of the Civil Rights movement. 

USII.26 Describe the accomplishments of the civil rights movement. 

III. Standards in Historical Thinking Addressed
Standard 1: Chronological Thinking 

A. Distinguish between past, present, and future time. 

B. Identify the temporal structure of a historical narrative or story.

C. Establish temporal order in constructing historical narratives on their own. 

D. Measure and calculate calendar time. 

E. Interpret data presented in time lines and create time lines. 

F. Reconstruct patterns of historical succession and duration; explain historical continuity and change. 

.  

Standard 2 : Historical Comprehension 

A. Identify the author or source of the historical document or narrative and assess its credibility. 

B. Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage.

C. Identify the central question(s) the historical narrative addresses.

D. Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations.

F. Appreciate historical perspectives. 
Standard 3 : Historical Analysis and Interpretation  

A. Compare and contrast differing sets of ideas. 

B. Consider multiple perspectives. 

C. Analyze cause-and-effect relationships and multiple causation, including the importance of the individual, the influence of ideas. 

D. Draw comparisons across eras and regions in order to define enduring issues. 

E. Distinguish between unsupported expressions of opinion and informed hypotheses grounded in historical evidence. 

F. Compare competing historical narratives. 

G. Challenge arguments of historical inevitability. 

H. Hold interpretations of history as tentative. 

J. Hypothesize the influence of the past.  

Standard 4: Historical Research Capabilities  

A. Formulate historical questions. 

B. Obtain historical data from a variety of sources. 

C. Interrogate historical data. 

F. Support interpretations with historical evidence.  

Standard 5 : Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making  

A. Identify issues and problems in the past. 

D. Evaluate alternative courses of action. 

E. Formulate a position or course of action on an issue. 

F. Evaluate the implementation of a decision.  

IV. Essential Questions

1. What were the motivations of the Native Americans who took part in the occupation of Wounded Knee and what made the venue of this demonstration so significant?

2. How did the Wounded Knee takeover impact the American view of the Native American?

3. What are the similarities and differences between this movement and other movements of the time including, but not limited to, the African American Civil Rights Movement and the Anti-War Movement?

4. Why was the role of the news media, both nationally and internationally, so important for the American Indian Movement’s take-over of Wounded Knee?

5. What were the major successes and/or major failures of the Wounded Knee occupation?
V. Vocabulary List

Massacre- the unnecessary, indiscriminate killing of a large number of human beings or animals, as in barbarous warfare or persecution or for revenge or plunder
Caravan- a group of travelers, as merchants or pilgrims, journeying together for safety in passing through deserts, hostile territory, etc
Obliterate- to remove or destroy all traces of; do away with; destroy completely
Reservation- a tract of public land set apart for a special purpose, as for the use of an Indian tribe
Assimilation- to bring into conformity with the customs, attitudes, etc., of a group, nation, or the like; adapt or adjust
Militant- vigorously active and aggressive, esp. in support of a cause
Injustice-violation of the rights of others; unjust or unfair action or treatment
Dissident-a person who dissents
Demilitarized- to forbid military use of (a border zone)

Impasse- a position or situation from which there is no escape; deadlock
Subordinate-placed in or belonging to a lower order or rank
Ultimatum- a final, uncompromising demand or set of terms issued by a party to a dispute, the rejection of which may lead to a severance of relations or to the use of force
VI. Contextual Resources
1. Map of South Dakota with places of importance labeled 
   Tribal Maps via Google Images
2. Timeline of the events before ,during, and after the occupation of Wounded Knee PBS Alcatraz is Not an Island Indian Activism
http://www.pbs.org/itvs/alcatrazisnotanisland/timeline.html

3. Background text and accompanying questions regarding The 1890 Battle of Wounded Knee [Ref.1]
VII. Pre-Viewing Activities

1. Pre-Reading on American Indian Movement and other Native American struggles during time period from McDougall Littell’s The Americans [pp.977-979]
2. Lecture with discussion questions on the Native American civil rights movement

3. Case Study: Alcatraz takeover
Students will read and discuss two articles on the AIM takeover of Alcatraz. One provides background information on the event and one is written thirty years later.  Student insights and questions should guide discussion.  The themes of the discussion should include motivation for this action, outcomes of this action, and overall effect of this protest.

Article 1: “Alcatraz is Not an Island” – from PBS.com http://www.pbs.org/itvs/alcatrazisnotanisland/activism.html
Article 2: “Alcatraz Occupation: 30 Years Later” – Wishelle Banks

http://www.jour.unr.edu/outpost/community/com.banks.alcatraz.html

Historical Thinking Standards Referenced in Pre-Viewing Activities:

Standard 2 : Historical Comprehension 

A. Identify the author or source of the historical document or narrative and assess its credibility. 

B. Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage.

C. Identify the central question(s) the historical narrative addresses.

D. Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations.

F. Appreciate historical perspectives. 
Standard 3 : Historical Analysis and Interpretation  

A. Compare and contrast differing sets of ideas. 

B. Consider multiple perspectives. 

C. Analyze cause-and-effect relationships and multiple causation, including the importance of the individual, the influence of ideas. 

D. Draw comparisons across eras and regions in order to define enduring issues. 

Standard 4: Historical Research Capabilities  

A. Formulate historical questions. 

B. Obtain historical data from a variety of sources. 

C. Interrogate historical data. 

F. Support interpretations with historical evidence.  

Standard 5 : Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making  

A. Identify issues and problems in the past.

VIII. Post-Viewing Activities

1. Journal Response

Students will create a journal entry style response with regards to their viewing of “Wounded Knee.”  They should consider the following questions in their response:


-What was your overall reaction to this film?

- What scenes, individual stories, or moments pictured in this film stuck out to you as memorable?

- What emotions did this film invoke within you?

- Do you believe this take-over was warranted?  Successful?

-Would you have participated in something like this if you felt it was the only way to achieve your goals? Why or why not?

2. Review/Discussion Questions

Students should answer the following questions based on their viewing of the documentary.

*These can either be done as a writing assignment or as guiding questions for a whole class discussion on both the content and themes of the documentary.


Content Based:

- In what ways did the US government and local tribal councils attempt to eliminate Indian culture?
-Why did the initial peace agreed upon by AIM and the Lakota and the government break down?

-Who was Dick Wilson, and why was he such a controversial figure in the film?

-What were some of the causes of the Native American frustration that led to this take-over?

-Why did the presence of the media serve as protection for the protestors and as a limit on the government?

-What distraction was limiting the US Government’s prioritization of this event?

Opinion Based:

-Has the history of the Native American and the various tribes truly been marked by horror and oppression?

-How could something like this serve as a unifying event for the various Native American tribes?

-How clever was the use of the media by AIM and the other Native Americans involved in this protest?

-Is violence the only way to achieve goals?

-What is your overall take on the government’s boarding schools for Native Americans?

-What would you do if you were being led by someone like Dick Wilson, who exercised total power and brutal tactics?

-Was the United States and its various departments justified in their actions to stop this takeover?

-Why would Americans in the 1970s feel uneasy about the pictures of the Native Americans they saw on TV?

-After Marlon Brando turned down an Oscar in protest of the government’s actions with regards to Wounded Knee, a poll showed most Americans were sympathetic to the Native Americans.  Why do you think this was?

-If the White House paid more attention to this event, would the outcome have been different?

           -Was this movement and the lives lost during it worth it? Did it have a             

            lasting impact?

3. Mini-Research Project/PowerPoint Presentation 

Students will work in pairs and be assigned to a piece of legislation regarding the rights of Native Americans that followed the 1973 take-over of Wounded Knee.  Students should be given time in the library to conduct research on their law and then create a PowerPoint which is to be shared with the rest of the class.  They should find the particulars about the law, when it was created, who it applied to, when it would go in to effect, which Congress passed it, who wrote the law (if available), and all of the details the law covered.  In addition, they should identify how this law did or did not meet the goals of the Native Americans at Wounded Knee. They should consider whether those involved at Wounded Knee would have approved of the law or would have seen it as a victory.  They should also make mention of whether or not their law could be attributed to the recognition of Native American politics that find their roots in the occupation of Wounded Knee.  All students will present their PowerPoint to the class.
(Please see teacher tips for advice into consolidating or augmenting this project)
List of Possible Laws:

1974 - Indian Financing Act

1975 -Establishment of American Indian Policy Review Committee

1975 -Indian Self-Determination & Education Assistance Act

1976- Indian Crime Act of 1976

1976 -Indian Health Care Improvement Act

1977 -Final Report of American Indian Policy Review Commission

1977 -Establishment of Assistance Secretary--Indian Affairs

1978 -American Indian Religious Freedom

1978 -[Guidelines for] Federal

Acknowledgement of Indian Tribes

1978 -Tribally Controlled Community College Assistance Act

1978 - Education Amendments Act of 1978: Title XI--Indian Education

1978 -Indian Child Welfare Act

1979 - Archaeological Resources Protection Act

1983 - Indian Land Consolidation Act

1988 -Amendments to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act

1988 - Tribally Controlled Schools Act

1988 - Indian Gaming Regulatory Act

Historical Thinking Standards Addressed in Post-Viewing Activities:
Standard 1: Chronological Thinking 

A. Distinguish between past, present, and future time. 

B. Identify the temporal structure of a historical narrative or story.

C. Establish temporal order in constructing historical narratives on their own. 

D. Measure and calculate calendar time. 

E. Interpret data presented in time lines and create time lines. 

F. Reconstruct patterns of historical succession and duration; explain historical continuity and change. 

.  

Standard 2 : Historical Comprehension 

A. Identify the author or source of the historical document or narrative and assess its credibility. 

B. Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage.

C. Identify the central question(s) the historical narrative addresses.

D. Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations.

F. Appreciate historical perspectives. 

Standard 3 : Historical Analysis and Interpretation  

A. Compare and contrast differing sets of ideas. 

B. Consider multiple perspectives. 

C. Analyze cause-and-effect relationships and multiple causation, including the importance of the individual, the influence of ideas. 

D. Draw comparisons across eras and regions in order to define enduring issues. 

E. Distinguish between unsupported expressions of opinion and informed hypotheses grounded in historical evidence. 

F. Compare competing historical narratives. 

G. Challenge arguments of historical inevitability. 

H. Hold interpretations of history as tentative. 

J. Hypothesize the influence of the past.  

Standard 4: Historical Research Capabilities  

A. Formulate historical questions. 

B. Obtain historical data from a variety of sources. 

C. Interrogate historical data. 

F. Support interpretations with historical evidence.  

Standard 5 : Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making  

A. Identify issues and problems in the past. 

D. Evaluate alternative courses of action. 

E. Formulate a position or course of action on an issue. 

F. Evaluate the implementation of a decision.  
IX. Background Readings:
Smith, Paul Chaat., and Robert Allen. Warrior. Like a Hurricane: the Indian Movement from Alcatraz to Wounded Knee. New York: New, 1996.
Lyman, Stanley David. Wounded Knee 1973: A Personal Account. University of Nebraska Press. 1991
X. Tips for Teachers

1.  This film guide will be most useful for teachers of US History II during their investigation into the social movements of the 1960s and 1970s.  Draw as many comparisons and connections to the other movements of this time as possible.

2. While there is a background information section within this guide to provide basic information on the 1890 Battle at Wounded Knee, teachers should gauge their individual classes understanding of this information and add or subtract to this background information as necessary.
3. Ensure that you have a solid understanding of the events and causes of this movement prior to viewing, as there is certain information that will need to be clarified to your students.

4. This film and guide will be best used following an investigation into the Native American Civil Rights movement and the American Indian Movement.

5. This lesson should take 4 days, especially if a double-block is available for the viewing of the film, however, if time is an issue there are ways to consolidate this into less class time.


-Follow up questions can be done as a written homework assignment

-Teachers can choose to use only some of the follow up questions within a class discussion

-If library access is not available or if time is an issue, you could assign the research process of the assignment as a weekend homework assignment.

-You could also choose to eliminate the PowerPoint and/or presentation portion of this assignment, and replace it with the creation of a handout, for example.

6.  The film contains some portrayals of violence and bloodshed, as well as explicit language (minimally) so follow district policy with regards to parental notification or permission to view forms.

XI. Subjective Review

The documentary “Wound Knee” from the We Shall Remain series not only provided me with an amazing amount of knowledge on an area of history that I was not overly familiar with, but I am also confident that it will provide my students with a meaningful learning experience that without this film they will not have had.  Native American civil rights is an area of study that is simply glossed over in most history text books and is not mentioned by name in the curriculum frameworks.  Students need to be exposed to this part of history and understand the hardships Native Americans faced and continue to face in the United States.  This meaningful account of the struggles of real people, personalize the past for students and by doing so create a connection between the students and the history they are learning, which does not always easily happen.  This is an invaluable resource and one that I encourage all teachers of US History II to consider using in the classroom.
REF 1

Battle of Wounded Knee – 1890

During the decades following the Civil War, Native Americans and the US Army collided in several battles over land in the American West.  By 1890, Native Americans, particularly the Sioux, were suffering from poverty and disease.  They turned to a Paiute prophet, who promised the restoration of the Sioux with completion of the Ghost Dance.  Soon, over 25,000 Sioux on the South Dakota reservation were participating in this ritual. Fearful of this action the American military ordered Native American police to arrest Sitting Bull.  His bodyguard, Catch-the-Bear killed one of the officers and in the events that followed Sitting Bull was killed.  Soon, the Sioux left.

On December 28, 1890, the American Seventh Cavalry (formerly led by Custer) rounded up more than 350 starving Sioux and led them to a camp at Wounded Knee.  While demanding the Native Americans to turn in their weapons, a shot was fired and 300 Sioux were killed.  The cavalry left the bodies as they lay on the freezing ground.  Among the dead were children, and this battle was the last of the Indian Wars.
Source: The Americans- McDougall Littell
Follow Up Questions:

Which Indian tribe took part in the Battle of Wounded Knee?

How many Native Americans were killed in the battle?

How would you describe the events of the battle?

Who do you believe fired the first shot?  Justify your answer.

What do you think of the way in which the American military handled this situation?

While this was the end of the Indian Wars, were any of the real issues at stake sovled?

Why would later generations of Native Americans use the symbolism of Wounded Knee as a means of protest?
