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Abstract

During the past year, the History Connected project focused on the role of war, society, state and citizenship in United States History.  One of the pivotal figures covered in the Book Groups was Paul Revere.  His role in the American Revolution cannot be understated but, as we learned in our study, he certainly did not act alone.  The task of spreading the alarm through the Massachusetts countryside on April 18-19, 1775 was a coordinated effort, meticulous in planning, grounded in experience, and conducted by a vast number or ordinary citizens.  I chose to create a lesson plan based on Paul Revere because nowhere is the role of individual citizens more apparent than in those two days in 1775 that sparked the American Revolution.


I have designed a three day lesson plan to explore the role that Paul Revere, and many other citizens of Massachusetts played in the beginnings of the American Revolution.  Our classes are 52 minutes long and the lesson plan, as designed should take three days.  The lesson is designed to fit within my current curriculum and to address the Massachusetts History and Social Science Frameworks; more specifically, USI5 "Explain the role of Massachusetts in the revolution, including important events that took place in Massachusetts and important leaders from Massachusetts.  C. the Battles of Lexington and Concord and Bunker Hill."  In addition to the Massachusetts Frameworks, the lesson is designed to incorporate several of the Standards in Historical Thinking.  The lesson incorporates much of the resources and ideas discussed in our Book Group.
Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Frameworks Addressed:
USI.4-Analyze how Americans resisted British policies before 1775 and analyze the reasons for the American victory and British defeat during the Revolutionary War.
USI.5-Explain the role of Massachusetts in the Revolution, including important events that took place in Massachusetts and important leaders from Massachusetts.  C. The Battles of Lexington and Concord.

Standard in Historical Thinking:

Standard 2(D)-Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretation.

        (G)-Draw upon data in historical maps.

                     (H)-Utilize visual, mathematical and qualitative data.

Standard 3(H)-Hold interpretations of history as tentative.

Standard 4(A)-Formulate historical questions.

                    (B)-Obtain historical data from a variety of sources.

Essential Questions
1.
Was America's success in the Revolutionary War the result of the acts of a few famous individuals or the result of the individual acts of many?

2.
Why are heroic historical myths important to Americans?

Learning Objectives

1.
Students will be able to analyze a historic piece of art and create 2 questions for the subject of the painting.

2.
Students will be able to compare and contrast a map of the Middlesex Alarm from Paul Revere's Ride, by David Hackett Fischer and the more traditional map of the Middlesex Alarm found in their textbooks.  (i.e. 3 riders) and on the Paul Revere House website.

3.
Students will be able to analyze historical data from multiple sources and formulate questions based on their differences. 

Day 1

Who was Paul Revere?


In this first past of the lesson plan the students will be analyzing the famous painting of Paul Revere by John Singleton Copley (A copy is attached hereto).  In that process the students will fulfill Standards in Historical Thinking 2(H) Utilizing Visual Data (the image of Paul Revere) and 4(A) Formulate Historical Questions (create questions to ask Paul Revere at the end of the activity).


The following activity is designed to fill one class period of 52 minutes.

Launch-10 minutes-The teacher will begin the class by asking students what they already know about Paul Revere.  This will help to activate any prior knowledge the students may have.  The teacher will used guiding questions to move the students along.

Explore-30 minutes-The teacher will use the ELMO to project a color image of John Singleton Copley's painting of Paul Revere.  Students will be divided into groups of 4 (can be assigned by teacher or randomly chosen).  Each group of 4 will be given the Primary Document worksheet (attached hereto) along with the scoring guide (also attached hereto).  Students will work in their groups to examine the painting and answer the questions.  (The teacher may wish to print color copies of the painting for each group so that they can more closely examine the image.  At the end of the Primary Document sheet the students must create two questions they would ask Paul Revere about the time period he lived in based on what they have discovered during the activity.  
Summary-12 minutes-The teacher will have each group report out with their answers to the questions (one question per group) and will record their answers on a large chart paper to display in the classroom for the duration of the lesson plan.
PRIMARY SOURCE ASSESSMENT

Interpreting an Historical Piece of Art


In this assignment, students will be broken up into groups of 4.  Each group will be given a color copy of John Singleton Copley's painting of Paul Revere.  The groups will be given a few minutes to study the painting.  Each group is responsible for answering the questions below.  At the end of class time, each group will choose a spokesperson to share their group's responses.

1.  Title________________________
Artist__________________________

  
Who is portrayed in the picture?
What is portrayed in the picture?


Does the picture tell a story?

2.  
How does the picture make you feel?

3.  
Do you think the picture is historically correct?  Why or why not?

4.  
Does the artist use symbols?  If your answer is yes, what symbols are used and what do you think they represent?

5.
What do you think this person does for a living?

6.
What symbols would you use if you were creating a picture of this person?

7. 
Does the artist use light or colors to make the picture more dramatic?


If you answered yes, how?

8. 
What does this picture tell you about the time period in which the subject lived?  Does the picture make the subject look heroic?  Important?


Why or why not?

9.
Is this painting important in our study of the American Revolution?

10.
Would you choose this painting if you were trying to learn more about the time 
period?

After completion of the worksheet, groups will choose a spokesperson to present their answers to the class.

GROUP CHECKLIST

(10 points each)

Task Assessed

Self

Teacher
1.  All members of  the 

     group participated in 

     assignment.


_____

_____

2.  The groups used objects

     from the picture to 

     explain their answers
_____

_____

3.  The group backed up 

     their answers with 

     well thought out reasons
_____

_____

4.  The group showed an

     understanding of how art

     is important in historical 

     interpretation.

_____

_____

5.  Students used knowledge

     of the period to describe

     the historical accuracy of

     the picture


_____

_____

Day 2

Paul Revere's Midnight Ride?


In day two, the students will explore the myth of the midnight ride of Paul Revere.  For this lesson the teacher will need access to classroom computers or a computer lab.  This activity addresses Standards in Historical Thinking 2(D) Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations; 2(G) Draw upon data in historical maps; 2(H) Utilize visual, mathematical and qualitative data; 3(H) Hold interpretations of history as tentative; and 4(B) Obtain historical date from a variety of sources.

Launch-10 minutes-The teacher will activate prior knowledge by asking the students to quickly write down what they already know about the night of April 18-19, 1775.  Students will read the brief section in their textbooks detailing Paul Revere's ride and preview the map of the ride on the same page.  (The American Journey-Early Years, Glencoe/McGraw Hill-2012 Edition)  Students will jot down notes about the number of riders and their names.

Explore-35 minutes-Students will log on to the Paul Revere House website at http://www.paulreverehouse.org/ and access the interactive map of the midnight ride.  The students will explore all nine icons on the map.  After the students have explored the interactive map, they will be given a copy of the map of the Middlesex Alarm from David Hackett Fischer's book, Paul Revere's Ride.  (Pg. 146).  The students will compare and contrast the maps from their textbook and the website to the map in Paul Revere's Ride.  They will create a Venn diagram showing their information.  In their Venn diagram students should record the number and names of additional riders.

Summary-7-8 minutes-Teacher will ask:  What were the differences between the maps from your textbook and the website, and the map from David Hackett Fischer's Book?  Which map do you think is the most accurate?  Why?  If the map from Mr. Fischer's book is more accurate, then why do you think Americans keep the legend of Paul Revere's ride alive?  Why do we cling to the image of a lone hero, when we know that it is not historically accurate?

Day 3
Re-writing the Legend


In day three the students will complete their performance assessment task.  Students will attempt to re-write the story of Paul Revere's ride so that it is historically accurate.  Students may do so by creating a newspaper article, a poem, short story, song, rap, broadside, etc.  Whatever they choose to do, students must include 3 pieces of information they gained as a result of the previous two classes and incorporate the information into their writing piece.   This assessment piece incorporates Standards in Historical Thinking 2(D) Differentiate historical facts and historical interpretations; 3(H) Hold interpretations of history as tentative; and 4(B) Obtain historical data from a variety of sources.
Launch-10 minutes-The teacher will hand out the writing assignment and explain the assignment to the students.  (See attached)
Explore-40 minutes-Students will spend the remainder of class time drafting wrought drafts of their writing assignments.

Summary-2-3 minutes-Teacher will assign the completion of final drafts of the writing assignment for homework to be turned in for a grade.  Teachers may use any one of a variety of rubrics to score the assignment. 

Re-writing the Legend

The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere


Over the past two days this class has studied Paul Revere and the legend of his midnight ride.  We have discovered that the image of the lone rider, or even 3 riders (Revere, Dawes and Prescott) is not historically correct.  You have been given the task to re-write history.  It is you job to re-write the story of Paul Revere so that it is historically accurate.  To do so you may choose to write a newspaper article, a short story, a poem, a song, a rap, or create a broadside.  No matter what form your story takes, it must include 3 new pieces of information about the midnight ride that you discovered in your work in class.  


You will work on rough drafts during class time today, and will be assigned the final draft for homework.  Your assignment is due tomorrow and will be taken for a test grade.

Good Luck!  Future generations of historians will thank you!
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