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Historical Context and Background


Among the requirements for public schools to receive federal funds is that we hold an educational program featuring the U.S Constitution on September 17th, Constitution and Citizenship Day, each year. There is a belief that our students are not well versed in the Constitution and in citizenship education in general. The following lesson will be used in whole or in part by our social studies teachers to motivate our students to learn how knowing the Constitution can enable them to understand what it means to be an effective citizen. The lesson will be used as a lead-in to our Constitution Day activities. 


This Constitution Day lesson will fit into our curriculum on two levels. First, we will examine the origins of the U.S government and the principles upon which our republic was founded. Next, we will promote an enduring understanding of the principles of American democracy. 


This lesson is an outgrowth of a workshop conducted by Roger Desrosiers of the Center for Civic Education at the History Connected session of November 16, 2009. It will draw on Mr. Desrosiers presentation on “We The People: the Citizen and the Constitution” and lessons promoted by from The Center For Civic Education. www.civiced.org 
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Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Frameworks Standards

U.S I. 11       Describe the purpose and function of Government 

U.S I. 13       Explain why the United States government is classified as a democratic       government 

U.S I. 19       Explain the rights and responsibilities of citizenship and describe how a democracy provides opportunities for citizens to participate in the political process through elections, political parties, and interest groups.

Standards In Historical Thinking
 used in this lesson plan on Constitution and Citizenship Day background

Standard 1: Chronological Thinking     A. Distinguish between past, present, and future time.  

Standard 2: Historical Comprehension D. Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations.                      

                                                                   E. Read historical narratives imaginatively 

                                                                   F. Appreciate historical perspectives 

Standard 3: Historical Analysis and 
Interpretation                                           A. Compare and contrast differing sets of ideas 
                                                                   B. Consider multiple perspectives 

 C. Analyze cause-and-effect relationships and multiple causation, including the importance of the individual, the influence of ideas. 

G. Challenge arguments of historical inevitability  

                                                                   J. Hypothesize the influence of the past

Standard 4: Historical Research and     A. Formulate historical questions 
Capabilities                                               B. Obtain historical data from a variety of sources

                                                                    F. Support interpretations with historical evidence 

Standard 5: Historical Issues-                 A. Identify issues and problems in the past
Analysis and Decision-Making                E. Formulate a position or course of action on            an issue
                                                                    F: Evaluate the implementation of the decision  
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Essential Questions to ponder on Constitution and Citizenship Day

What is the importance of appreciating the significance of the Constitution as a member of contemporary society?

What is the importance of civic engagement to American constitutional democracy?

How could America and the world be influenced if our citizens do not adhere to the principles of the United States Constitution?

Learning Objectives for the Constitution and Citizenship Day lesson are the same as the We The People: The Citizen and The Constitution curriculum goals. 

· Students will attain “and increased understanding of the institutions of our constitutional democracy and the fundamental principles and values on which they were founded”

· Students will “develop the skills needed to become effective and responsible citizens”. 

· Students will attain an “increased understanding and willingness to use democratic processes when making decisions”. 

The Lesson- Constitution and Citizenship Day 
As a prerequisite to this Constitution and Citizenship lesson our teachers will review the following:

· The colonies and their attempt at unity

· The Declaration of Independence, The Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution and amendments
· The Federalist Papers
· Watch video: Founding Fathers, vol. 4: A Healthy Constitution

Our teachers will execute their lesson to the level and style of their learners with the goal of answering all essential questions and meeting our learning objectives
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Lesson Plan- Day 1

Our objective will be to obtain an increased understanding of the institutions of our constitutional democracy and the fundamental principles and values on which they were founded. 

1. As an ice breaker, the teacher will refer initially to www.civiced.org. Students will listen to a 60 second pod-cast and then answer the question of the day. The teachers will do this activity each day of the lesson.
2. Students will work with a partner. Since they have just reviewed the foundation of our American government, they will use their notes, textbook and the appendix to complete the “In Your Own Words” sheet (worksheet 1). As the groups are working on their responses, the teacher will circulate and take measure of their progress. Once the groups finish, they will be asked to testify to a fundamental belief or a constitutional principle. 

3. The students will stay in their groups and write a 15 question Citizenship test based on the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. On the first day of school, all students took a pre-test on the basics of American history. Today, the students will pen their own questions on the citizen test on the “Could You Pass the Citizen Test?” worksheet. 

4. Once the students have completed their test, they will quiz the group nearest to them. As a result of this activity, the class will create a bank of questions that can be used by the teacher as a culminating activity. 

5. Each student will be asked to reflect, and then discuss in class the following essential question: “What is the Importance of Appreciating the Significance of the Constitution as a Member of Contemporary Society?”   
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Name __________________________ Constitution and Citizenship Day
It is important that citizens have an understanding of the institutions of our Constitutional Democracy and the fundamental principles and values on which our country was founded. Below are listed ten fundamental beliefs and eight constitutional principles. In your own words, describe what meaning each has to you.

Fundamental Beliefs

Life ___________________________________________________

  
Liberty_________________________________________________


Pursuit of Happiness______________________________________


Common Good __________________________________________


Justice _________________________________________________


Equality________________________________________________


Diversity _______________________________________________


Truth__________________________________________________


Popular Sovereignty______________________________________


Patriotism______________________________________________


Constitutional Principles

Rule of Law_____________________________________________



Separation of Powers _____________________________________


Representative Government ________________________________


Checks and Balances______________________________________


Individual Rights_________________________________________


Freedom of Religion ______________________________________


Federalism _____________________________________________


Civilian Control of Military ________________________________
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Name __________________________ Constitution and Citizenship Day
Could you pass the Citizenship Test?
We certainly hope so! Today you will make up your own citizenship test that you will use to quiz your classmates. Now that you have read both the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, base your questions only on those documents. The Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) uses a multiple choice format, however you may use another method to assess classmates knowledge of these documents. Please limit your citizen test to one piece of paper but include at least 15 questions. 
For inspiration check out We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution page 251
1. ______________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________________________

5. ______________________________________________________________________

6. ______________________________________________________________________

7. ______________________________________________________________________

8. ______________________________________________________________________

9. ______________________________________________________________________

10. _____________________________________________________________________

11. _____________________________________________________________________

12. _____________________________________________________________________

13. _____________________________________________________________________

14. _____________________________________________________________________

15. _____________________________________________________________________
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Lesson Plan- Day 2
Our objective will be to examine if we, as students, have developed the skills necessary to become effective and responsible citizens. 
1. The students will work in groups of three today. Each student will be given a worksheet with the ten characteristics of an effective citizen, as described by the National Council of Social Studies (NCSS). As a group, the students will complete the sheet describing if and how they are effective citizens. The teacher will circulate, answering questions, and checking for understanding. Once the students have completed the worksheet, they will share their responses with the class. 

2. Once each group has finished their responses, the class will join in a discussion of the following question: “Of all the people you know, is there someone who possesses the ten characteristics of an effective citizen? Describe in detail that person.”

Also, “Is there a person who can be described as an effective citizen, yet, does not have all or nearly all of the characteristics that the NCSS advocates? Describe in detail that person.”
This will be a teacher-guided discussion. 
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Name __________________________ Constitution and Citizenship Day

Below you will find the ten characteristics or skills needed to be an effective citizen, according to the National Council of Social Studies (NCSS). Work with your partners to determine how you measure up to these standards. In the space provided, write a short response to what makes you an effective citizen. 
1. Embraces core democratic values and strives to live by them. 

2. Accepts responsibility for the well-being of oneself, one's family, and the community.
3. Has knowledge of the people, history, and traditions that have shaped their local communities, our nation, and the world.
4. Has knowledge of our nation's founding documents, civic institutions, and political processes.
5. Is aware of issues and events that have an impact on people at local, state, national, and global levels.
6. Seeks information from varied sources and perspectives to develop informed opinions and creative solutions.
7. Asks meaningful questions and is able to analyze and evaluate information and ideas.
8. Uses effective decision-making and problem-solving skills in public and private life.
9. Has the ability to collaborate effectively as a member of the group.
10. Actively participates in civic and community life.
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Lesson Plan- Day 3

Our objective will be to obtain “an increased understanding and willingness to use democratic processes when making decisions.” 

1. The students will work today with a partner. They will be given two readings “I, the King or We, the People” (worksheet 4) and asked to comment on how the American people rejected the idea of absolutism of the early 17th century during the late 18th century. 
Once the students have completed their assignment, they will report their findings to the class.

2. The students will examine the importance of “Civic Engagement to American Constitutional Democracy” (worksheet 5). They will read and comment on Pericles’ quote. The teacher will guide the students through this lesson by circulating and checking for understanding.

3. The students will work independently on a culminating activity. Each will complete the worksheet 6 “In the Words of Our Founding Fathers.” This activity will serve to assess how much the students understand about the meaning of our founders words.
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Name __________________________ Constitution and Citizenship Day

Should it be “I, the King or We, the People”?
According the James I, King of England from 1603-1625, Kings were born with a power of divine right. Read the following quote from King James I to Parliament.

“The state of monarchy is the supremest thing on earth; for kings are not only God’s lieutenants upon earth and sit upon God’s throne, but even by God himself they are called gods. As to dispute what God may do is blasphemy, so it is sedition in subjects to dispute what a king may do in height of his power. I will not be content that my power be disputed on.”    
1. Where does James I claim he derives his power from?

2. What does James I feel is the purpose of government?

3. Comment on what you think James I would do if you disputed what he wanted done. 

According to the framers of the U.S. Constitution, our preamble describes the state of our republic. Read the preamble.

Preamble:

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

1. Where do our Founding Fathers claim our government derives its power?

2. What did our Founding Fathers feel was the purpose of government?

3. Comment on what you think our Founding Fathers would do if we disputed what they wanted done.
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Name __________________________ Constitution and Citizenship Day
The following lesson is adapted from We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution lesson 34 pp. 253 and will serve as part of the culminating activity for Constitution and Citizenship Day.
What is the Importance of the Civic Engagement to American Constitutional Democracy?
America’s founding principles assume the active involvement of its people in civic life. Popular sovereignty, for example means that people have ultimate governing authority, what carries with it the responsibility to exercise that authority knowledgeably to balance individual interests and the common good. Protection of individual rights requires people to de guardians of their own rights and to be willing to defend the rights of others.
How have you participated in the civic life of our country?

The Athenian statesmen Pericles wrote:


We do not say a man who takes no interest in politics is a man who minds his own business: we say he has no business here at all.

This may sound a little severe. But ponder it. Think about your own civic engagement. How have you participated in civic life here in town and in school? How has your family participated?

Submit a list of ways that you have engaged in the civic life of our community, school, and country, then a write one page response to Pericles’ quote on whether you feel that you have “business here.”
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Name __________________________ Constitution and Citizenship Day

In the Words of Our Founding Fathers
We can learn about historical figures from studying their quotes. We always think that when trying to define a character, it’s good to frame your response around what they have to say. Below are some quotes from Thomas Jefferson, James Madison and Alexander Hamilton. After each quote write a response in the space provided that relates to how these words apply to a contemporary issue.
Thomas Jefferson
Experience has shown, that even under the best forms of government those entrusted with power have, in time, and by slow operations, perverted it into tyranny.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

​​​​​​​A wise and frugal government, which shall leave men free to regulate their own pursuits of industry and improvement, and shall not take from the mouth of labor the bread it has earned – this is the sum of good government.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
All, too, will bear in mind this sacred principle, that though the will of the majority is in all cases to prevail, that will to be rightful must be reasonable; that the minority possesses their equal rights which equal law must protect, and to violate would be oppression.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

James Madison
A well-instructed people alone can be permanently a free people.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
America was indebted to immigration for her settlement and prosperity. That part of America which had encouraged them most had advanced most rapidly in population, agriculture and the arts..
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Hughes- lesson plan, worksheet 6 partII
In the Words of Our Founding Fathers continued
James Madison

As long as the reason of man continues fallible, and he is at liberty to exercise it, different opinions will be formed.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Alexander Hamilton
Constitutions should consist only of general provisions; the reason is that they must necessarily be permanent, and that they cannot calculate for the possible change of things.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In framing a government which is to be administered by men over men the great difficulty lies in this: You must first enable the government to control the governed, and in the next place, oblige it to control itself. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
It's not tyranny we desire; it's a just, limited, federal government. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now that you have completed this assignment, you can see why our Founding Fathers exhibited such wisdom!
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