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Massachusetts History and Social Sciences Framework standards addressed: 

USII.25 Analyze the origins, goals, and key events of the Civil Rights movement. (H)

USII.26 Describe the accomplishments of the civil rights movement. (H, E) 

Standards in Historical Thinking:
	Standard 1: Chronological Thinking
	A. Distinguish between past, present, and future time. 
B. Identify the temporal structure of a historical narrative or story.
C. Establish temporal order in constructing historical narratives of their own. 
 
F. Reconstruct patterns of historical succession and duration; explain historical continuity and change. 
. 

	Standard 2 : Historical Comprehension
	A. Identify the author or source of the historical document or narrative and assess its credibility. 
C. Identify the central question(s) the historical narrative addresses.
D. Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations.
E. Read historical narratives imaginatively. 
F. Appreciate historical perspectives. 
.
.

	Standard 3 : Historical Analysis and Interpretation 
	A. Compare and contrast differing sets of ideas. 
B. Consider multiple perspectives. 
C. Analyze cause-and-effect relationships and multiple causation, including the importance of the individual, the influence of ideas.  
F. Compare competing historical narratives. 
G. Challenge arguments of historical inevitability. 
J. Hypothesize the influence of the past. 

	Standard 4 : Historical Research Capabilities 
	A. Formulate historical questions. 


	
	

	
	

	 Standard 5 : Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making 
	A. Identify issues and problems in the past.
E. Formulate a position or course of action on an issue


Primary Source Course: Making Equality: Individuals, Social Movements, and the Law
Introduction
An important aspect of our Summer Institute was how individuals pursued equality and the role that a single person could have on the history of civil rights. We listened, read, watched and reflected on the influence of the singular individuals who had the courage to stand up for what they believed was their constitutional rights as American citizens. We saw how these plain American citizens became leaders of social movements or made an appeal to the Supreme Court. We need to know their stories.  I believe that this book, Freedom in the Family: A mother-Daughter Memoir of the Fight for Civil Rights  by Tananarive Due and Patricia Stevens Due based on the life of a female civil rights activist who challenged segregation in Florida is an excellent lesson for my students. There are many individuals involved in every movement in American history. Perhaps my students are involved in one today, and have their own story to tell. 
Hughes- Book Synopsis

Synopsis

My mother, Mary Rose Sheridan Hughes was the editor of both her high school newspaper and yearbook and had aspirations to be a journalist. Since she was a Depression Era graduate she was not able to attend college but did land an office position working at a large daily newspaper in metropolitan New York in the late 1930’s. She was on her way to earning a writer’s position on the eve of her wedding, when the boss informed her that she would be fired if she were married. It was prohibited for women to marry according to company policy. She stood up, quit and walked out the door right then and there. My mother stood up!

I remember my mother relating this story to my sisters as they participated in the Women’s Liberation Movement in the early 1970’s. Inspired by the injustice that my mother suffered, one of my sisters went on to a life of bucking conventional wisdom. She started her career as a nineteen year old secretary at a national oil company and eventually became a senior executive, company president and the first woman ever elected to the Board of Directors: New York Mercantile Exchange. My mother was so proud that her daughter stood up. 

Freedom in the Family: A Mother-Daughter Memoir for the Fight for Civil Rights focuses on the importance of people standing up for what they believe like my mother and sister did. The book is a personal memoir of Patricia Stevens-Due, a civil rights activist since her teen years in Florida during the 1950’s and her daughter Tananarive Due, a present day successful author who grew up in the 1960’s and 1970’s. The book was prompted by Tananarive coaxing her mother to recall her life experiences and what led her to be such a force for change in civil rights in her home state of Florida. Much of the struggle for racial equality has been connected to Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi. Patricia Stevens-Due has done a great job in this memoir stating a case for the importance of civil rights activists in Florida. It was a revelation and an awakening to follow her recollections of the resolve of the young civil rights activists of her era and how they opened doors through their personal sacrifice. One of the most powerful passages was Patricia’s recall of having a police officer throw a tear gas canister in her face which caused her to be vision impaired for life. 

Patricia Stevens-Due and Tananarive Due alternated writing chapters in this book, completed in 2003 when Patricia was sixty-four and Tananarive was thirty-eight. Patricia would author a chapter about the movement, her family or some topic about the struggle for equality. Tananarive would then comment on what effect the topic had on her or one of her siblings. It made for a compelling read. Much as been written over the years about the greats of the Civil Rights such as Dr. King and Rev. Abernathy but as the Dues’ pointed out time and time again, there were many “foot soldiers” such a Patricia and their stories had just as great an impact on the struggles for equality and civil rights. 

One of the chapters that Tananarive wrote started with this Paul Marshall quote, “Sometimes a person has to go back- to have sense, an understanding of all that’s gone to make them- before they can go forward.” In that chapter she goes way back into her family history to relate how her ancestors became free prior to the Civil War. She is a wonderful story teller and it was exciting to follow how her ancestors advocated for their own freedom and eventually equal status. As I reflect on our week of “Making Equality,” I feel that each speaker, and each activity, supported that thesis. 


The value of the connection of Freedom in the Family: A Mother Daughter Memoir for the Fight for Civil Rights and on “Making Equality: Individuals, Social Movements and the Law” is in the basic premise of Tananarive Due where she states that every family needs to write its history. Our very first speaker, the forty year old Native American Cedric Woods, told of his parents’ struggle for equality in North Carolina. His narrative was compelling and the result of much sharing by his ancestors and tribal friends. Just as Patricia Stevens-Due had to fight for recognition of the civil rights struggle in Florida, Professor Wood enlightened us of the similar struggle by Native Americans in his home state during this period. As I read Tananarive Due’s reflections of her childhood, I thought of Cedric Woods and his lecture.


Throughout the week of the Summer Institute, we heard many speakers support what Professor Woods proposed. There were many tactics used to achieve equality in all the movements that we covered.  Whether it was the African American, Native American, Women, or Asian American there was a common thread. There were motivated individual leaders of the social movements who had a definite sense of purpose. They all used the Constitution and the courts to support their arguments, and they knew that they were in the right and that history would be on their side. 

I think that this book is a great resource for my teaching and professional growth. I am constantly searching for ways to connect history with present circumstances. This text was very useful in that it tells the story of how ordinary people changed history. I teach ordinary people. There has been a tremendous movement featuring individual citizens who make a difference in society. I would like my students to realize that they too can impact history by emulating Patricia Stevens-Due. They have control of their own history and they can and should tell their own story…and listen to the story of their parents and grandparents. Freedom in the Family: A Mother-Daughter Memoir of the Fight for Civil Rights induced me to think in a new way in my teaching of history and the Constitution. I must be as creative as the Dues were in introducing the civil rights struggle to my students. Patricia wrote “…to me that’s what history is all about. Once you know what others have done, it helps you understand what you can do.” Her daughter Tananarive’s success as an author is a living testament to what that quote is all about. Likewise, the sister that I spoke of in the opening paragraphs owes her achievements as a businesswoman directly to our mother’s work experience. This insightful quote will guide me as I teach my students that they too are active participants in American history.
Hughes- book synopsis
3. Classroom Uses

Patricia Steven-Due closes Freedom in the Family: A Mother –Daughter Memoir of the Fight for Civil Rights with the following: “To me, that’s what history is all about. Once you know what others have done, it helps you understand what you can do…. Experience has taught me a great secret I have spent my whole life trying to share with my children and anyone who will listen: History happens one person at a time”.
The way that this book would influence my classroom teaching is by allowing the students to tell their own stories and learn about the history of their elders. There was a passage in the book where Patricia spoke of the difficulty of getting Negro farm workers registered to vote. There were all kinds of obstacles: the workers were in the fields during daylight hours, registration forms were found only in white owned businesses, intimidation, even dog attacks! This occurred only forty years ago. 
The book was all about the unsung heroes of the civil rights era, but aren’t we all possible history heroes? My wish would be to have my students explore for heroes in their midst that have also taken part in historical events. I would have my classes do two activities.
 In the first activity I would ask my students to sit with a partner and share the story of their own lives. I would ask each student to take notes on what their classmate had to say and then ask follow-up questions. This exercise would allow the students to achieve our goal of being able to think, interview, and write like historians. In the spirit of Tananarive Due, in order to make sense of their stories, they will have to think chronologically, appreciate historical perspectives, compare their lives and experiences, and form historical questions.  Once they have completed their “interview” each student 
will write a reflection as Tananarive and Patricia did in the book and share it with their classmates.
The second activity that I would have the students engage in would be to interview a parent or grandparent about something that happened in their lifetime regarding social movements and then write a memoir. My students have parents/grandparents that have been/are student protestors, Title 9 trailblazers, hippies, yuppies, members of the silent majority, moral majority etc. Some are newly arrived immigrants.  I would want the students to have a dialogue with their elders and probe for a deep understanding of what they experienced. I would also encourage our students to speak of their own understanding of current day history with their family members. For example, perhaps if the parents spoke of the struggle for gender equity in the 1970’s the students of today could counter with the struggle for gay rights in this day and age.
I would require the students to write a memoir about a topic they discussed with a relative at least one generation removed. The objectives of this assignment would be to enable the students to research their own heritage, to develop a sense of their family history to learn about the values of their older family members. I would ask each student to read their memoirs to their family members and allow for comments on the entries. They would be able to illustrate it with photos, audio or video. The Dues’ book is all about sharing memories, and Patricia and Tananarive have an enduring understanding of each others lives as a result. My objective would be the same for my own students.
Hughes- classroom uses
