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Abstract


One important part of the eighth grade curriculum is the study of Founding Documents.

This unit of study is designed for students studying US History I to enhance their knowledge of the Bill of Rights.  It provides students with the opportunity to apply their knowledge of the Bill of Rights using real life situations.  This unit should take about a week to complete, however there are some enrichment activities included that could be added or substituted in the unit.

This unit should be taught in combination with the Constitution. Students should have an understanding of why the Constitution was written and what the main elements of the Constitution are. Students should also understand the Constitutional Convention, key players who made the Constitution happen and the ratification process, when the Bill of Rights was first discussed. Students should be familiar with the experience of the framers during the time in the American colonies before the Revolutionary War that was the inspiration for the first 10 amendments.

Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Frameworks Standards

U.S. History I Learning Standards 
USI.9 Explain the reasons for the passage of the Bill of Rights 
B. the particular ways in which the Bill of Rights protects basic freedoms, restricts government power, and ensures rights to persons accused of crimes 

Seminal Primary Documents to Read: the Bill of Rights (1791) 
National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Curriculum Standards for Social Studies Thematic strands

VI
Power, Authority and Governance

X
Civic Ideals and Practices

Standards in Historical Thinking

Standard 2: Historical Comprehension


A.   Identify the author or source of the historical document or narrative and asses its credibility.

B. Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage.

D. Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations.

E. Read historical narratives imaginatively.

F. Appreciate historical perspectives.

Standard 3: Historical Analysis and Interpretation

A.   Compare and contrast differing sets of ideas.

B.   Consider multiple perspectives.

Standard 4: Historical Research Capabilities

B .   Obtain historical data from a variety of sources.
Standard 5: Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision Making



E.   Formulate a position or course of action on an issue.



F.   Evaluate the implementation of a decision.

Essential Questions

· What is the difference between rights, liberties and responsibilities of citizens?
· What is the Bill of Rights and why was it added to the Constitution?

· How is the Bill of Rights still important today?
Learning Objectives

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

· Define the Bill of Rights.

· Be able to identify and explain each amendment in the Bill of Rights.

· Understand why these amendments were included in the Constitution.

· Make connections as to why the Bill of Rights is still important today.

Activities

Activity 1:

Introduction to the Bill of Rights

Objectives:

1.   Students will identify protections granted by the Bill of Rights.




2.   Students will explain the Bill of Rights in their own words.




3.   Students will create a skit or poster on the Bill of Rights.

Length:

Two –Three Class Periods

Materials:

Bill of Rights Handout, paper, pencils, markers, crayons, computer and 



projector or replica of Bill of Rights

Procedure:

1.   Explain that the Bill of Rights is the first ten amendments, or changes,



      to the Constitution.  They were added to the Constitution in 1791 



      because some people had criticized the proposed Constitution for not 




      protecting the rights of the citizens of the United States.  Provide 



      students with notes on the Bill of Rights.




2.   Using www.archieves.gov or a replica of the Bill of Rights show the 



      document to the students.  Read the amendments out loud and go 



      over any unfamiliar words.




3.   Working in teams, have each group rewrite the amendments into

                  

       their own words.  Share out as a class.  Add to notes as needed.




4.   Assign each group an amendment. Groups should choose one of the 


                   following activities:




     Groups should create a poster by illustrating the amendment and 



     writing a paragraph explaining the importance of the amendment and 



     explain an example in US History that might have led to the 




     amendment being added to the Constitution.


 

    Groups should create a two-three page skit depicting the amendment 



    being violated, the importance of the amendment or an example 



    from US History that might have led the amendment being added to 



    the Constitution.




6.   Students will present their posters or skits to the class.

Evaluation:

Use a Rubric to grade group presentations.

Activity 2:

Do I Have A Right?

Objectives:

1.   Students will review their knowledge of the Bill of Rights.




2.  Students will apply knowledge of the Bill of Rights using computer   

                                             game Do I have a Right?




3.  Students will recall their knowledge of the Bill of Rights by completing 

              

     a Brainpop quiz and cloze activity “You Mean I’ve Got Rights?”.

Length:

One Class Period

Materials:

Access to computer lab, projector, handouts

Procedure:

1.   Using www.brainpop.com show the short cartoon video on the Bill of 

                                 
     Rights.  Following the video present the students with the 



    
     quiz available on the website. (Suggestions: The quiz has ten multiple 



     choice questions, teachers should make the decision to complete the 



     quiz as a class on the website or hand out a printed version of the 



     test.  When completing as a class, the teacher should ask students to 



     hold up one finger if they think the answer is a, two for b etc., and take 


     the majority as the answer.  If giving the printed version, play the 



     video once without the quiz in front of them and for SPED or ELL 



     students allow them to view the video again with the quiz in front of 



     them.)




2.   Pair students up at the computers in the lab.  Ask students to go to 



      www.icivics.com to play the computer game Do I Have a Right?




      Students will be asked to run a law firm that specializes in 




      Constitutional Law.




3.   Leave about 10 minutes at the end of class for students to complete 



      cloze handout from www.icivics.com , or assign it for homework.

Evaluation:

Brainpop quiz, Cloze Activity Sheet

Activity 3:

What Does That Mean?

Objectives:

1.   Students will look at different scenarios to identify which 




      amendment the scenario is related to.




2.   Students will agree or disagree with the scenarios and explain their 




      thinking.




2.   Students will use the language of the 5th and 8th Amendments to 



      decide whether a series of specific cases violate those amendments or 

                   not.
Length:

One Class Period

Materials:

Access to computer lab, projector, handouts, www.icivics.com
Procedure:

1.   Begin class by reviewing the fifth and the eighth amendments.




2.   Refer to the “Hey That’s Cruel and Unusual” worksheet.  Have 



                   students read the different scenarios and answer the questions.




3.   Using the PowerPoint presentation provided by www.icivics.com 




       reveal the answers to the Supreme Court Cases.  Discuss as a class.




4.   Repeat the activity for the “I Take the Fifth” worksheet.




(Suggestion:  Depending on the makeup of your group you may choose to 


complete the worksheets as a class reading aloud the scenarios, have the 



students work in pairs or individually.)




5.   Have students complete the Bill of Rights Worksheet.  Again they will




      read different scenarios.  This time they will need to agree or disagree 

                                              and identify which of the ten amendments applies to the scenario. 




      This could be an optional homework assignment.

Evaluation:
Participation in class work and completion of worksheets.

Activity 4:

Mary Beth Tinker v. Des Moines

Objectives:

1.   Students will identify the facts in the Supreme Court Case.




2.   Students will identify which amendment(s) pertain to the case.


      

3.   Students will create a Supreme Court ruling then compare their 




      ruling with the actual decision.

Length:

One-Two Class Periods

Materials:

Excerpt from The Courage of Their Convictions by Peter Irons.
Procedure:

1.   As a class read the excerpt about the Mary Beth Tinker case.  Pause




      as needed to question comprehension and  gather the facts of the 



      case.  Chart or put in notebooks.




2.   Hold a discussion with the class to identify what amendments pertain 




      to the case.




3.   Continue reading the excerpt.  Pause once again before the Supreme




      Court decision is made.




4.   Have students review the facts of the case and the Bill of Rights.




5.  Either in pairs or individually, have students pretend they are a 




      Supreme Court Justice and write a decision for or against Mary Beth’s 




      complaint.




6.   Finish reading the excerpt then have students share their decisions 



      and  orally compare them to the actual ruling.

Evaluation:
Participation in assignment.

Suggested Extension Activities

1.   Offer students the opportunity to return to www.icivics.com .  There are many games  

  they can choose to play including arguing a case in front of the Supreme Court.

2.    Assign each student a role in a courtroom, research a Bill of Rights Case and hold a 

  mock trial.

3.   Have students set the Bill of Rights to a song such as the Twelve Days of Christmas.

4.   Have students create a classroom Bill of Rights.

5.   Have students write a children’s book explaining the Bill of Rights so that Elementary 

  School students can understand them.

6.   Celebrate Bill of Rights Day on December 15.

7.   Have students work in groups to discuss if any of the amendments should be updated  

  or removed from the list.  Encourage them to explain their thinking.

8.  Read and discuss Nothing But the Truth by Avi.

9.  Add a quiz, exam or an essay.
[image: image1.jpg]f?: o g o i i
3 iy
QT e

PO
ool

Rl





www.archieves.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights_zoom_1.html
	


	[image: image3.png]




	[image: image4.png]




	[image: image5.png]




	[image: image6.png]




	[image: image7.png]




	 www.archives.gov
August 5, 2010  


	[image: image8.png]




	[image: image9.png]




	[image: image10.png]





	The Bill of Rights: A Transcription

The Preamble to The Bill of Rights

Congress of the United States
begun and held at the City of New-York, on
Wednesday the fourth of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty nine.

THE Conventions of a number of the States, having at the time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added: And as extending the ground of public confidence in the Government, will best ensure the beneficent ends of its institution.

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, two thirds of both Houses concurring, that the following Articles be proposed to the Legislatures of the several States, as amendments to the Constitution of the United States, all, or any of which Articles, when ratified by three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution; viz.

ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America, proposed by Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the fifth Article of the original Constitution.

Note: The following text is a transcription of the first ten amendments to the Constitution in their original form. These amendments were ratified December 15, 1791, and form what is known as the "Bill of Rights."



Amendment I

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.



Amendment II

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.



Amendment III

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.



Amendment IV

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.



Amendment V

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.



Amendment VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.



Amendment VII

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.



Amendment VIII

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.



Amendment IX

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.



Amendment X

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.



Note: The capitalization and punctuation in this version is from the enrolled original of the Joint Resolution of Congress proposing the Bill of Rights, which is on permanent display in the Rotunda of the National Archives Building, Washington, D.C. 
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	Page URL: 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights_transcript.html
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	Making A Poster : Bill of Rights

	Teacher Name: Kathy Clark
	
	
	

	Student Name:     ________________________________________
	

	
	
	
	
	

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Use of Class Time
	Used time well during each class period. Focused on getting the project done. Never distracted others.
	Used time well during each class period. Usually focused on getting the project done and never distracted others.
	Used some of the time well during each class period. There was some focus on getting the project done but occasionally distracted others.
	Did not use class time to focus on the project OR often distracted others.

	Graphics - Relevance
	All graphics are related to the topic and make it easier to understand. All borrowed graphics have a source citation.
	All graphics are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand. All borrowed graphics have a source citation.
	All graphics relate to the topic. Most borrowed graphics have a source citation.
	Graphics do not relate to the topic OR several borrowed graphics do not have a source citation.

	Knowledge Gained
	Group can accurately answer all questions related to facts in the poster and processes used to create the poster.
	Group can accurately answer most questions related to facts in the poster and processes used to create the poster.
	Group can accurately answer about 75% of questions related to facts in the poster and processes used to create the poster.
	Group appears to have insufficient knowledge about the facts or processes used in the poster.

	Required Elements
	The poster includes all required elements as well as additional information.
	All required elements are included on the poster.
	All but 1 of the required elements are included on the poster.
	Several required elements were missing.

	Grammar
	There are no grammatical mistakes on the poster.
	There is 1 grammatical mistake on the poster.
	There are 2 grammatical mistakes on the poster.
	There are more than 2 grammatical mistakes on the poster.

	Mechanics
	Capitalization and punctuation are correct throughout the poster.
	There is 1 error in capitalization or punctuation.
	There are 2 errors in capitalization or punctuation.
	There are more than 2 errors in capitalization or punctuation.

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Historical Role Play : Bill of Rights Skit

	Teacher Name: Kathy Clark
	
	
	

	Student Name:     ________________________________________
	

	
	
	
	
	

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Use of Class Time
	Used time well during each class period. Focused on getting the project done. Never distracted others.
	Used time well during each class period. Usually focused on getting the project done and never distracted others.
	Used some of the time well during each class period. There was some focus on getting the project done but occasionally distracted others.
	Did not use class time to focus on the project OR often distracted others.

	Role
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were consistently in character.
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were often in character.
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were sometimes in character.
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were rarely in character.

	Required Elements
	Group included more information than was required.
	Group included all information that was required.
	Group included most information that was required.
	Group included less information than was required.

	Props/Costume
	Group uses several props (could include costume) that accurately fit the period, show considerable work/creativity and make the presentation better.
	Group uses 1-2 props that accurately fit the period, and make the presentation better.
	Group uses 1-2 props which make the presentation better.
	Group uses no props OR the props chosen detract from the presentation.

	
	
	
	
	


Name__________________

Section___________

Date________________

Bill of Rights Work Sheet 
Directions: Read each statement below. Explain in a couple of sentences whether you agree or disagree with each account. Write the Bill of Rights amendment that relates to each scenario along with a brief statement that explains what you learned about that amendment. You may use your textbook and class notes. 

1. A person who enters a room and screams "Bomb!" just to see the reaction of the people in the room is protected under provisions in the Bill of Rights. 
Agree/Disagree: 

Amendment: 

2. A police officer comes to your door and asks to search your home without probable cause. You don't want to allow the officer to enter, but he is allowed to search your home.
Agree/Disagree:

Amendment: 

3. Violence is getting to the point in our society where they should stop letting civilians own guns.
Agree/Disagree:

Amendment: 

4. The Death Penalty is a good way to punish those who murder another human being.
Agree/Disagree:


Amendment: 

5. If a power is not expressed in the Constitution, then it is the responsibility of the individual states to protect citizens' rights.
Agree/Disagree: 

Amendment: 

6. Even after September 11th, people are still free to practice the Islamic religion in the United States.
Agree/Disagree:

Amendment: 

7. A person involved in a dispute over $10 is permitted to take his or her complaint to a civil court. 
Agree/Disagree: 

Amendment: 

8. President Obama is allowed to call you at home and tell you that you must let soldiers stay in your home. 
Agree/Disagree: 

Amendment: 
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