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Brief Description of the Lesson:

This lesson analyzes and explores immigration sentiment in the United States of America in the 1920s.  In the wake of the Sacco and Vanzetti “convictions”, Congress passed the Johnson-Reed Act in 1924, imposing a limit of 165,000 immigrants from countries outside the Western Hemisphere. The act effectively barred Jews, Slavs, Italians, Chinese and Japanese from entering the country.  Students will analyze Congressional debate speeches given by Ellison DuRant Smith of South Carolina and Robert H. Clancy, a Republican congressman from Detroit. Students will hopefully understand the complex nature of immigration and the timelessness of the debate.

Grade Level:
US History II or Local History

Massachusetts History and Social Studies Frameworks:

USII:10C 

Essential Understandings:

1. Immigration debate is extremely complex.

2. Immigration debate in 1924 is similar and different to immigration debate in 2010.

Essential Questions:

1. What was the reaction to the Johnson Reed Act of 1924?

2. How is the immigration rhetoric in 2010 different and similar to that of 1924?

Procedure:

As a follow-up on our discussion on the Sacco-Vanzetti Trial students will list three benefits of immigration and three detriments of immigration in the early 20th Century.  We will list student answers in two columns on the board.

One half of the students will read a speech given by Ellison DuRant Smith of South Carolina and the other half of the class will read a speech given by Robert H. Clancy, a Republican congressman from Detroit.  Students will answer a series of guiding questions and create 10 individual “tweet sheets” reflecting their responses to either speech.

In an open class discussion format the students will share the answer the questions and share their “tweets”. 

Homework:  Watch Sondra Soto’s recent speech on immigration in Arizona. Students will use this address on immigration and write a blog entry/reaction, pretending to be either Ellison DuRant Smith of South Carolina or Robert H. Clancy, a Republican congressman from Detroit.  Describe how either of these historical figures would respond to the “crisis” in Arizona.

An “Un-American Bill”: A Congressman Denounces Immigration Quotas

1. Who does this author fears that this bill is aimed at?

2. Describe how the Jews, Italians and the Poles have been a benefit to the United States.

3. To the author, why are racial discriminations of the Johnson Reed Act “un-American”?

4. Why do you feel that this author is against the Johnson Reed Act?  Please provide three reasons.

“Shut the Door”: A Senator Speaks for Immigration Restriction 

1. List three reasons why this author believes that we should halt immigration.

2. According to the speaker, who is the typical American?

3. What is the biggest fear of the speaker as it relates to immigration?

4. Given the context, why do you think this man fears immigration?

Primary Documents Used:

An “Un-American Bill”: A Congressman Denounces Immigration Quotas http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5079
“Shut the Door”: A Senator Speaks for Immigration Restriction http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5080
Sandra Sotto’s Commencement Lecture at Arizona State University

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-mKtZZe4Y4 
