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ABSTRACT:

The film, One Woman, One Vote, is a PBS documentary which follows the history of the woman’s suffrage movement from 1848 until the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920.  In this film, viewers will meet all the prominent suffragists of the era---from Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony to Alice Paul and Carrie Chapman Catt.  Through photography, sound recordings, primary sources, and early films, the documentary recreates the seventy year history of the suffrage movement in vivid detail.  It focuses not only on the individuals who led the movement, but also on the larger political, social, and economic forces that shaped the suffrage movement.  It portrays the dynamics between different groups of women who used various (sometimes competing) tactics over seventy years in order to achieve suffrage.  This documentary would be useful in my high school Modern US History course.  It fits well into our study of the Progressive Movement/Life at the Turn of the 20th Century.  The women’s suffrage movement is central to the Progressive Era.
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORY AND SOCIAL SCIENCE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK STANDARDS

US History II Learning Standards: 

USII.8 Analyze the origins of Progressivism and important Progressive leaders, and summarize the major accomplishments of Progressivism. (H, E)
STANDARDS IN HISTORICAL THINKING (NATIONAL CENTER FOR HISTORY IN THE SCHOOLS)
Standard 3:  Historical Analysis and Interpretation

· Compare and contrast differing sets of ideas

· Consider multiple perspectives

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

1. What methods did suffragists use to get the right to vote?

2. What were the arguments of the suffragists?

3. What were the arguments of the anti-suffragists?

4. What issues created divisions in the suffrage movement?

VOCABULARY LIST

1. suffrage:  the right to vote, esp. in a political election.

2. ballot: a slip of paper on which a voter marks his or her vote; the method of secret voting by means of printed or written ballots or by means of voting machines; voting in general, or a round of voting. 
3. enfranchise: To give the rights of citizenship to a person or group of people, especially to give that group the right to vote.

4. citizenship: Having the duties, rights, and privileges of being a citizen of a country.

5. 19th Amendment (1920):  an amendment to the US Constitution that gave women the right to vote.
6. Progressive Movement:  a group of reform movements of the late 1800s-early 1900s that focused on social problems in America; also called the Progressive Era.

7. Seneca Falls Convention (1848):  the first national women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls, NY, at which the Declaration of Sentiments was written; this event marks the beginning of the women’s suffrage movement.
8. Declaration of Sentiments (1848):  one of the first documents to express the desire for equal rights for women; it was modeled on the Declaration of Independence and was passed by delegates at the Seneca Falls Convention.
9. suffragist: one who supports a woman’s right to vote.

10. feminism: the principle that women and men should have equal social, economic, and political rights.
11. National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA):  an organization founded in 1890 by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony to obtain women’s suffrage.

CONTEXTUAL RESOURCES
The Library of Congress, “By Popular Demand: ‘Votes for Women’ Suffrage Pictures, 1850-1920.”   http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/vfwhtml/vfwhome.html.

This web site contains a selection of 38 images from the National American Women’s Suffrage Collection, 1848-1920. Among these images are portraits of famous suffragists, photographs of suffrage parades, and cartoons commenting on the suffrage movement.   It also contains a helpful timeline [“Timeline:  One Hundred Years Toward Suffrage”], which will place the video in its historic context.  
Possible learning activity:  Students could create an illustrated timeline of the women’s suffrage movement using information from this web site.  
The Library of Congress, “Women’s Suffrage. Primary Source Set.” http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/womens-suffrage/
This web site contains a collection of 21 primary sources (broadsides, audio, photographs, newspaper articles, maps, etc.) related to the women’s suffrage movement.  It also contains primary source analysis tools, which students can print out to use with each source.  
Possible learning activity:  Students could choose a number of these primary sources to investigate using the analysis tools provided.  This would deepen their understanding of the film and allow them to pursue their own individual interests.  
Scholastic’s “Women’s Suffrage Unit.” http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/suffrage/
This student-friendly site was created by Scholastic to help teachers give students both a global and personal look at woman’s suffrage.  It puts the American women’s suffrage movement into a larger global context.  It also highlights the personal story of Effie Hobby, an American woman who turned 107 in 2004 and voted for the first time in 1920.  
Possible learning activity:  Students could begin this unit by reading the articles in this web site and answering comprehension questions.  The articles do a nice job of setting the stage for the film.
PRE-VIEWING ACTIVITIES
1. Where Do You Stand?:  In this activity, students will agree or disagree to ten written statements.  Each statement refers to a common stereotype about women or men.  As students consider their personal beliefs, they will begin to see where they fit on the “feminist” spectrum.    The teacher can plot out the entire class on the spectrum by asking students to stand between two points in the classroom relative to the strength of their feminist beliefs.  This should encourage some discussion and more than a little controversy as the teacher follows up with some thought-provoking questions.  (Can a man be a feminist?  Are all feminists man-haters? Can you be a stay at home mother and be a feminist? Why do many people refuse to be labeled “feminist” even if they agree with gender equality? Etc.)  Ask students to imagine how much more heated the discussion would be if we were living in 1848.  Remember, Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s ideas were called “an abomination.”
2. Political Cartoons:  The Political Cartoon activity addresses Historical Thinking Standard: Historical Analysis and Interpretation.  In this activity, students will examine two political cartoons from the Progressive Era:  “Election Day” and “The Awakening.”  The first cartoon shows some of the typical objections anti-suffragists raised.  The second cartoon showed the important role the West played in leading the women’s suffrage movement.   This activity will help students to look at competing points of view on women’s suffrage.  It will also give them practice in primary source analysis, an important skill.  Both of these issues are central to the film.
PRE-VIEW ACTIVITY:  WHERE DO YOU STAND?
I.  AGREE OR DISAGREE?

Directions:  Next to each statement, write whether you agree or disagree.

1.  Women are more emotional than men.

2.  Men are more intelligent than women.

3. A woman would not make a good President.

4. Women make decisions based on feelings, not logic.

5. The man should be the head of the household.

6. Women are weaker than men.

7. A woman’s most important role is being a mother and wife.

8. It is odd for a woman to choose to remain single.

9. It is odd for a woman to choose not to have children.

10. Girls should play with dolls; boys should play with trucks.

II.  ARE YOU A FEMINIST?

FEMINISM:  the principle that women and men should have equal social, economic, and political rights.
Where do YOU belong on the spectrum?  Place an X on the line which most closely represents your position.

I am not a 




I am somewhat a


I am a

Feminist.




Feminist. 



Feminist.

PRE-VIEW ACTIVITY:  POLITICAL CARTOON
Election Day 
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Questions:

1. In what way has the artist shown a shift in typical gender roles?

2. What fears did anti-suffragists have about how the vote might change women?

3. Is this cartoon pro-suffrage or anti-suffrage?  How can you tell?

PRE-VIEW ACTIVITY: POLITICAL CARTOON

The Awakening

[Source:  Library of Congress.  http://loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b49106/]
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1.  What does the large female figure symbolize?  How can you tell?

2. From which direction is she walking?  Why?

3. What is she carrying?  What does this symbolize?
4. Is this cartoon pro-suffrage or anti-suffrage?  How can you tell?

BONUS:  Western states were among the first to grant women the right to vote.  Why might women on the western frontier have been given political equality first?

POST-VIEWING ACTIVITIES
I.  RESPONSE GROUP: WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE

In groups of three, students will examine a series of primary sources related to the women’s suffrage movement.  Some sources are pro-suffrage and others are anti-suffrage.  While examining each primary source the group will answer three questions:

a.  Is this a pro-suffrage or anti-suffrage source?  How can you tell?

b. What arguments/reasons does this source give for/against suffrage?

c. Do you feel this is a convincing argument?  Why or why not?

After examining each source and recording their answers, each group will become an expert on one source, which it will present to the class.  The teacher will lead a class discussion of each document after the groups present their findings.

The response group activity meets Historical Thinking Standard: Historical Analysis and Interpretation.  

Primary Sources Used in the Response Group:

· Votes for Women!  The Woman’s Reason [1912] 
· Source:  Library of Congress. American Memory. An American Time Capsule: Three Centuries of Broadsides and Other Printed Ephemera.  http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+13200400))
· The Sky Is Now Her Limit [Oct 1920]
· Source:  Library of Congress.  Women’s Suffrage Primary Source Set. http://loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.02919/
· The Anti’s Alphabet  [1912]

· Source: ehistory. Multimedia Histories Section. ”The Anti’s  Alphabet.” http://ehistory.osu.edu/osu/mmh/1912/womens_suffrage/AntiAlphabet.cfm
· Oshkosh Northwestern 30 October 1912. Mary C. Hoyt: Woman Suffrage
· Burt, Elizabeth B. The Progressive Era:  Primary Documents on Events from 1890 to 1914. Greenwood Publishing Group, 2004: 261.
II.
 PROCESSING ACTIVITY: GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

After the pre-view activities, film, and response group activity, students should have a clear understanding of the arguments for and against women’s suffrage.  As a closure activity, students could complete a graphic organizer (T-chart) which summarizes the main arguments for and against women’s suffrage.

Votes for Women!  The Woman’s Reason. [1912][image: image4.jpg]



The Sky Is Now Her Limit  [Oct 1920]
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	The Anti's Alphabet [Aug 1912]


	The Woman's Protest, an antisuffrage newspaper, published this "Anti's Alphabet" in August, 1912.

The Anti's Alphabet
A is for Antis with Banner afloat;

B is for Battle against woman's vote.

C is for Children we fight to protect;

D is for Duties we never neglect.

E is for Energy strengthened by hope.

F is for Folly with which we must cope.

G is the germ of unrest in the brain.

H is for Home, which we mean to maintain.

I is Insurgency now in the air;

J is calm Judgement we're bringing to bear.

K is for Knights, our American men;

L, Loyal Service far out of our ken.

M is for Might in our cause to prevail; 

N, Noble standards that naught can assail.

O, Obligations we cannot ignore;

P is for Principle marching before. 

Q is the Quibble which we must combat;

R is for Reason that answers it pat.

S is Sound Sense, which we have on our side;

T is for Truths that cannot be denied.

U is for Union, whose aid we entreat;

V, Votes for women, we're sworn to defeat.

W is wages the suffragettes claim; 

X is for Xanthic, the color and fame.

Y is for Yankee, of Red, White and Blue;

Z is the Zeal to protect them for you.


Oshkosh Northwestern 30 October 1912. Mary C. Hoyt: Woman Suffrage

Susan, I’ll have to mail the hard copy of this document to you as I cannot find an online source that allows me to copy it.  I could only find it in a book.

RESPONSE GROUP:  WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE

Directions:  In your small group, examine each primary source carefully and discuss it with group members using the questions as your guide.  Each group member should record his/her answers in the space provided below.
PRIMARY SOURCE #1

Title of Source________________________________________________________________________

Type of Source ________________________________
Date of Source_______________

a. Is this a pro-suffrage or anti-suffrage source?  How can you tell?

b. What arguments/reasons does this source give for/against suffrage?

c. Do you feel this is a convincing argument?  Why or why not?
PRIMARY SOURCE #2

Title of Source________________________________________________________________________

Type of Source ________________________________
Date of Source_______________

a. Is this a pro-suffrage or anti-suffrage source?  How can you tell?

b. What arguments/reasons does this source give for/against suffrage?

c. Do you feel this is a convincing argument?  Why or why not?

PRIMARY SOURCE #3

Title of Source________________________________________________________________________

Type of Source ________________________________
Date of Source_______________

a. Is this a pro-suffrage or anti-suffrage source?  How can you tell?

b. What arguments/reasons does this source give for/against suffrage?

c. Do you feel this is a convincing argument?  Why or why not?

PRIMARY SOURCE #4

Title of Source________________________________________________________________________

Type of Source ________________________________
Date of Source_______________

a. Is this a pro-suffrage or anti-suffrage source?  How can you tell?

b. What arguments/reasons does this source give for/against suffrage?

c. Do you feel this is a convincing argument?  Why or why not?

PROCESSING ACTIVITY:  GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

Directions:  After completing the Response Group Activity, summarize the arguments for and against women’s suffrage.  You may also draw upon the film One Woman, One Vote (PBS, 1995), class readings, and class discussions for this activity.


ARGUMENTS FOR 




ARGUMENTS AGAINST

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE




WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE

BACKGROUND READINGS

The following readings can provide teacher with the background knowledge necessary to teach this film in context.

BOOKS

Cooney, Robert PJ. Winning the Vote: The Triumph of the American Woman Suffrage Movement. American Graphic Press, 2005.
Cooney worked closely with the National Women’s History Project while writing this book.  It contains many primary sources, including illustrations, as well as explanatory text which gives a detailed summary of the suffrage movement.
Stalcup, Brenda, ed. Women’s Suffrage. Greenhaven Press, 2000.

This book contains a thorough survey of women’s history in America.  Chapters 2-5 focus on the suffrage movement.

WEB SITES

National Women’s History Project Resource Center. http://www.nwhp.org/resourcecenter/index.php
This web site provides information, resources and educational materials for teaching about multicultural women’s history.  There is a section on “Women’s Rights Movement” and “Famous Speeches” as well as several other links to resources that would provide helpful background information.

Living the Legacy: The Women's Rights Movement 1848 – 1998. http://www.legacy98.org/move-hist.html
This web site contains a helpful essay summarizing US women’s history from 1848 to 1998.  It will give the teacher a broad overview of women’s history.  The site was created for the 150th anniversary of the Seneca Falls Convention.
TIPS FOR TEACHERS

· One Woman, One Vote (PBS, 1995) tells the story of the women’s suffrage movement from 1848 to 1920.  This movie will help students master US History II Learning Standard 8: “Analyze the origins of Progressivism and important Progressive leaders, and summarize the major accomplishments of Progressivism.“  The passage of the Nineteenth Amendment (1920) is an important accomplishment of the Progressive Era.
· Film-Based Activity:  Methods of Protest:  During the film, I would encourage students to keep a list of all the varied methods women used to make themselves heard.  It might be interesting to compare this movement to other protest movements they’ve learned about.  Susan B. Anthony’s arrest in 1872 could easily be compared to the civil disobedience promoted by Martin Luther King Jr. in the 1950s-60s.  
· Film-Based Activity: Response Journal:  While watching the documentary students should respond personally to specific excerpts shown in class.  Thought-provoking questions will give the students an opportunity to react to what they’ve seen.
· I would recommend showing excerpts from this documentary, rather than showing the entire film.  It is lengthy and detailed and may not sustain students’ interest for an extended period of time.  There are gems in this video which highlight key aspects of the women’s suffrage movement. 
· Gem #1:  Introduction/Early Years:  Opens on the 1913 Women’s March in Washington DC and then goes back 60+ years to 1848 in Seneca Falls, NY.  This section gives a nice introduction to Elizabeth Cady Stanton, the “mother” of women’s suffrage.  It also nods to the connection between the abolitionist movement and the suffrage movement.  Teachable moment---Have students do the math…1848 to 1920.  Why did it take so long?  Brainstorm a list of obstacles women had to overcome to win the vote.
· Gem #2:  The Challenge---Recounts Susan B. Anthony’s famous arrest for voting in the 1872 election.  She stood up to “The Man” and the account is quite dramatic.  Teachable moment---Is there an issue you care about enough to allow yourself to be arrested over it?
· Gem #3: The West—This segment focuses on the importance of Western states in the suffrage movement.  It could spark a good class discussion: Why were men more likely to give frontier women the ballot?  Teachable moment---The westward movement is often seen as the east bringing civilization to the west, but in this case it was the west that brought new ideas to the east!  
· Gem #3:  Sisters & Strangers—This segment focuses on the darker side of the women’s suffrage movement.  White, middle class suffragists often turned their backs on African-American and immigrant women and appealed to racism and xenophobia in order to get support for women’s suffrage.  This might shock students who have a much simpler view of history.  Teachable moment---Can these heroes in women’s history also be racists?
· Gem #4:  New Woman—This segment focuses on the changes at the turn of the 20th century and how many of those changes were not positive.  This ties the suffrage movement into the Progressive Movement.  It also focuses on Harriet Blatch, the daughter of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who carries out her late mother’s journey toward women’s suffrage.  Sort of a full-circle moment.  Teachable moment---Why did the start of a new century breathe new life into the women’s suffrage campaign?  What role did women play in the Progressive Movement?
· Gem #5:  Patriots & Prisoners—The role of WWI in the women’s suffrage movement.  Shows how women helped the war effort while pushing for suffrage.  Highlights the radical suffragist Alice Paul and her followers who were arrested and went on hunger strikes in prison.  Teachable moment—What would you be willing to do in order to stand up for what’s right?
· A teacher could spend between three and five 45 minute periods showing excerpts from this film and completing the pre-viewing and post-viewing activities.  It would depend on the amount of time available to cover the material and the amount of depth the teacher wants to go into.  It would be easy to make this a brief one to two day overview or to spend a longer time delving into specific moments/issues that add a richer, more subtle understanding of the topic.
· I’ve also heard of a film called “Iron Jawed Angels” (HBO Films, 2004) which is a dramatic movie focusing on Alice Paul and the radical suffragists who were arrested during the later years of the suffrage movement.  It sensationalizes the police brutality and force feeding of female prisoners who held a hunger strike to protest their imprisonment.  A clip from this film might add some drama, but it focuses very narrowly on a few, very radical suffragists rather than giving an overall picture of the movement.  The PBS documentary is more balanced but the HBO film might be more fun to watch.
FILM-BASED ACTIVITY:  METHODS OF PROTEST
Directions:  While viewing the documentary One Woman, One Vote (PBS, 1995), write down all the methods that women used to push for women’s suffrage.  Some methods may be obvious (protest parades) but others may be more subtle (building a coalition with the abolitionist movement).  
You will be impressed by how fearless and determined many of these women were.  Some even went to controversial extremes to push for women’s rights (e.g. showing prejudice against African-American women in order to get support from white southerners).
Section of the Film



Methods of Protest Used
1. Early Years

2. The Challenge

3. The West

4. Sisters & Strangers

5. New Woman

6. Patriots & Prisoners
FILM-BASED ACTIVITY:  RESPONSE JOURNAL

Directions:  While watching the film, One Woman One Vote (PBS, 1995), take a few moments to respond to the questions below.  Write a 1-2 sentence response for each question.  Each question is designed to make you react to and to make personal connections with the film.  

	Question
	My Response

(1-2 complete sentences)

	Early Years

The women’s suffrage movement began in 1848 and the 19th Amendment was finally passed in 1920.  

How many years did it take for women to get the right to vote?  Why do you think it took so long?


	

	The Challenge
Susan B. Anthony was arrested in 1872 for voting in a federal election.

Is there any issue you feel strongly enough about that you’d be willing to be arrested for it?


	

	The West
Western states were the first to grant women’s suffrage.

Why do you think the frontier was the first place women were granted voting rights?


	

	Sisters & Strangers
White suffragists often discriminated against African-American women in order to gain Southern support.
How did you feel when you learned that some suffragists were also racists?
	

	New Woman
The turn of the 20th century brought many changes to America.

What new things were happening at the turn of the 20th Century?


	

	Patriots & Prisoners
Alice Paul led radical suffragists to protest in extreme ways against President Wilson.
What radical things did Alice Paul do?  What do you think of her methods of protest?


	

	Movie Review
Briefly give your review of this documentary (1-5 stars).  What did you like/dislike about this film?
	


SUBJECTIVE REVIEW

I found the film One Woman, One Vote (PBS, 1995) to be a very rich resource for the classroom.  My US history textbook contains only 2-3 pages about the women’s suffrage movement while this film overwhelmed me with two hours of intimate details about the suffrage movement.  I learned a great deal about a topic that is often barely mentioned in history courses.  At times, I felt that the documentary was too detailed and it sometimes moved too slowly to be useful with students.  But if the film is excerpted well, I think there are key moments in the documentary that will enrich students’ understanding and breathe life into the topic.  It has challenged me to think about ways to use film more strategically and how to design activities before and after viewing that will prepare students to see the film and help them to process what they saw.   I look forward to using this film in my Progressive Era unit with my Modern US History classes this fall.
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