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        … And Twitter?

Abstract:  


This three day lesson follows a traditional study of Paul Revere’s ride.  One purpose is to understand that events happen in the context of their own time. The book Paul Revere’s Ride went into a lot of detail about how the patriots used the technology available to them at that time.  Meteorology, transportation, arms and communication are some examples.  The political scene of the day was desperate, and this also adds to the motivations of the everyday people who risked everything to be involved.  

Another purpose is to involve students with a ‘hands on’ approach to ‘writing to learn’.  Tweets force writers to be concise and persuasive. Twitterers must have a complete understanding of their subject to be effective.   Comparing this event to the recent uprising in Egypt, students will see the plight of the colonists in a new light.  The power of Twitter and other social media toady cannot be disputed.  Students will take on the persona of one of the key players in the events preceding Lexington and Concord and actually set up a classroom twitter account rousing support.
Jean M. Acciavatti
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Haverhill High School

Grade 10

United States History One

May 13, 2011

Standards in Historical Thinking Addressed 

Standard 1: Chronological Thinking

 
A 
Distinguish between past, present, and future time.., 

G. 
Compare alternative models for periodization.

Standard 2: Historical Comprehension

A. Identify the author or source of the historical document or narrative and assess its credibility.

E.
Read historical narratives imaginatively

F. 
Appreciate historical perspectives.

Standard 3 : Historical Analysis and Interpretation

D. Draw comparisons across eras and regions in order to define enduring issues.
Standard 4 : Historical Research Capabilities

B. Interrogate historical data.

Standard 5 : Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making

E.       Evaluate the implementation of a decision.

Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Frameworks Standards
USI.5 Explain the role of Massachusetts in the Revolution, including important events that took place in Massachusetts and important leaders from Massachusetts. (H) 
C. the Battles of Lexington and Concord and Bunker Hill 

Essential Questions
1.
How advanced were the actions of Paul Revere given the time period he    

          

 lived in?

2. What circumstances make taking social risks worthwhile?

3. How does popular culture including technology affect our involvement in political issues?

Learning Objectives

Students will analyze the use of today’s social media technology in prompting political change

Students will research technological advances in the colonial period

Students will place Paul Revere’s Ride in a modern context to bring it to life.
Learning Activities

Day 1:  Analyzing tweets

Introduction:  Put students into groups of 4

Hand each group a set of tweets on sticky notes about the uprising in Tahrir Square..  Read the tweets and tack them in an order that makes sense onto chart paper. Hang the charts around the room.
Body: Each group goes to a chart other than their own. 

What story are the tweets telling? Make sure you answer who what where when why how. One member write your story on chart paper.  

On what do they report?
How do they prompt people to action?
Use the chart paper to put the tweets into reporting/prompting categories

Discuss with whole class each chart:

What language prompts others to action?

What language makes good reporting.
Are there ‘holes’ in your story?

Exit slip:

1.
Describe the benefits and drawbacks  of tweeting a major political story.
2.
How would the information we have about Tahrir Square differ if it were   reported on in more traditional ways? 

3.
How would citizen’s involvement differ?

Homework:  Start a Twitter account or open your own twitter.  Follow some tweets.  Find a thread that calls people to action. Write a one paragraph summary of how tweets can inform and prompt.
Day 2.

Did Paul Revere use a form of social media or other technology?
Introduction:  Put a three column chart on the board. Students copy the chart in their notebooks. In  column 1 (What they Needed to Know) write:  friendship, meteorology, tidal movements, astronomy, velocity, time, news, weaponry.  Column 2 (Technology then) Column 3 (Today’s Technology)
Body: Pass out to each student a different excerpt from appendix C,D,H,I,J,M,N,S of Paul Revere’s Ride As students read their excerpt circulate to help students understand their excerpts. When they figure out the technology used they go to the board and add it to the chart.  When column 2 of the chart is full- go through each area and have the student explain what the patriots needed to know, what technology they used, and how effective it was. Students copy into their own charts.  Students work by themselves or with a partner to fill in the third column- how today’s technology would be used.  Discuss as a class.  
Assign each student character from Paul Revere’s Ride era. i.e. British soldiers, patriots, etc.  
Exit slip:
What took the place of Twitter in Paul Revere’s Ride?
Homework:  1.
read chapter “The Warning” pp 93 – 112
2.  Set up your twitter to follow others in your group.  Each group has a leader who will start tweeting.  Others will tweet back.  Each group member must tweet a minimum of five times about the events surrounding Paul Revere’s Ride- making sure the five w’s are included over the course of the tweets.  Print out the tweets to use in class tomorrow.

Day 3

What if Paul Revere had a Twitter Account?- Performance Assessment
Introduction:  Get into groups to plan out the skits
Body: Class skits.   One group at a time will read their tweets out loud and act out the actions taken. The rest of the class will fill out a review sheet.  Use information from the review sheets to hold a three minute discussion on the outcome. Repeat until all groups have taken their turns.  Ask students to summarize what happened.
Homework-Assessment:  Tweet other class members a minimum of 5 tweets about how Paul Revere’s ride and surrounding events would have turned out differently had twitter been used rather than the rides.   
Chart Paper Set up

1. Tweet timeline

2. Tweet ‘Story’

3. Tweet ‘T’-Chart

     Reporting



Prompting

___________________________________________________
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Character possibilities  Paul Revere, Rachel Revere, Joseph Warren, Margaret Gage, British Light Infantrymen. John Hancock, Sam Adams, New England Militiamen, John Larkin, William Dawes, General Gage, Lord Percy, General Clinton, Frederick Mackenzie, Committees of Safety and Supply members, Colonel Leslie
Skit review sheet
Group:

Purpose of tweets

Results of tweets

Group:

Purpose of tweets

Results of tweets

Group:

Purpose of tweets

Results of tweets

Group:

Purpose of tweets

Results of tweets

Sample Tahrir Square Tweets

The tweets

TravellerW And a lovely revolution to you too, sir. Live from Cairo – we are back and excited like we've never been before! #Egypt #jan25 11:42:21, 2 February
tarekshalaby Internet's back in #Egypt. I've been camping out in Tahrir for 4 days n will remain until #Mubarak leaves. #jan25 12:03:06
3arabawy Here r the latest updates: The govt is countermobilizing against us now. There r several pro-Mubarak protests taking place in Cairo now. 12:20:04 
norashalaby Down w Mubarak graffiti that was all over city now being changed by pro-Mubarak thugs #Jan25 12:23:36 
Sandmonkey The mood in Egypt today is different. Too many people still beholden to the mentality of slaves. This is so frustrating. #jan25 12:48:45
3arabawy We r at very critical stage. The counterrevolution is out in full steam. You will collect our dead bodies from garbage bins if we don't win. 12:49:48 
Sandmonkey A lot of people talking on the street, saying that this is good enough, & we shouldn't forget what Mubarak did for us. The Irony baffles me. 12:50:15
beleidy The country seems to be splitting apart, fissures in my own family have already started 12:52:18
Sandmonkey We have foought for you, for accountability and change, and now that we are a hair away from victory, u betray us. #jan25 12:57:55 
Gsquare86 Pro-Mubarak march now coming into Tahrir in 'a big number' and it will get ugly http://yfrog.com/h3zsgekj 13:39:10 
Sandmonkey 1000 pro Mubarak demonstration is heading towards Tahrir. The military is withdrawing. This will get ugly quick #jan25 13:40:24 
TravellerW INCREDIBLE standoff between pro-change and pro-Mubarak demos at Tahrir NOW #Egypt #jan25 http://twitpic.com/3vqkcp 13:40:49
TravellerW Pro-change demo has regrouped and is pushing back the pro-Mub demo back to abdelmoneim Riyad sq #Egypt #jan25 13:57:47
TravellerW Fuck reporting. I'm going in. #Egypt #jan25 14:07:46 
TravellerW Pro change chanting "SELMEYA" (PEACEFUL) #Egypt #jan25 14:10:51
TravellerW Another pro Mubarak demo came storming from talaat harb st- throwing stones. Stones def flying only in 1 direction: twrds us. #Egypt #jan25 14:26:48 
norashalaby He couldn't beat us with his state security so he sends baltagiya [gangs of paid thugs] to terrorize us. Down w the dictator #Jan25 14:41:17 
TravellerW People are chanting "Where is the army?" and "The people want the president to be prosecuted" #Egypt #jan25 14:44:32 
beleidy He Was trying to protect a little girl! Captured people are with weapons, knives, some police! 17:28:03
Gsquare86 Every thug we confiscate we find that his I.D. says 'police' those r the only pro-Mubarak supporters in #Egypt 17:32:36 
norashalaby Protesters putting on cardboard helmets for protection against rocks #Jan25 17:48:04 
Gsquare86 The Tahrir liberators are way less in numbers than the Mubarak thugs if this continues more ppl will die! MUBARAK OUT NOW! 17:56:49 
TravellerW Pro-Mubarak thugs are police. This is POLICE MASSACRING CIVILIANS, make no mistake. #Egypt #Jan25 18:01:53 
TravellerW Super violent stone throwing at Qasr El Nil bridge. Automatic rifle being shot. #Egypt #Jan25 18:10:37 
TravellerW Army tank by Qasr El Nil bridge ON FIRE!! #Egypt #Jan25 18:38:14 
Sandmonkey Mubarak would rather burn down Egypt than leave it seems. #jan25 18:42:26 
ManarMohsen Pro-Mubarak thugs are breaking the bricks of sidewalks on their way to Tahrir Square. Overheard them say how they "will break their bones." 18:48:36 
TravellerW I am seeing – not reporting, seeing – Mubarak ppl throwing,molotov cocktails on demonstrators, and on shops. #Egypt #jan25 18:58:48 
mosaaberizing Got hit by some stones in the leg and one in the head but nothing serious. Most important thing is we're flooding Tahrir once again. #Jan25 18:59:06 
3arabawy The shabab totally evicted Mubarak's thugs from Talaat Harb. Tahrir is still under control of the shabab. Long live the revolution. #Jan25 19:15:23
MohammedY 100's injured in Tahrir in Egypt & at least 2 dead. Pro-Mubarak thugs r throwing molotoves and huge slabs from rooftops on protesters #Jan25 19:28:24
MohammedY WE STILL HOLD TAHRIR SQUARE #Jan25 #Egypt 19:29:33 
Gsquare86 I WILL NOT LEAVE TAHRIR TONIGHT so stop telling me to do so! We need more people in TAHRIR NOW!! Get here for our freedom!!! #Egypt 19:39:22 
Extracted from Tweets from Tahrir, edited by Nadia Idle and Alex Nunns, published at £8 in paperback and £7 as an ebook. Available only by mail order from orbooks.com
· 
Printable version

· 
Send to a friend

· 
Share

· 
Clip

· 
Contact us
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World news
· Egypt · 

· Protest · 

· Arab and Middle East unrest · 

· Africa 

Technology
· Twitter 
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· 5 May 2011

Turner prize shortlist: Is it George Shaw's moment?
· 4 May 2011

National Art Pass
· 3 May 2011

Barcelona and Madrid had fewer histrionics but this was not a classic
· 3 May 2011

US trawls al-Qaida 'treasure trove' of seized hard drives
· 25 Feb 2011

The truth about Twitter, Facebook and the uprisings in the Arab world 

· 23 Jan 2011

Egypt's frustrated young wait for their lives to begin, and dream of revolution 

· 18 Feb 2011

Egyptians celebrate 'day of victory' 

· 4 Feb 2011

Egypt's 'day of departure' protests – in pictures 
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Middle East protest coverage on Twitter

Follow events live with our correspondents and a network of selected Twitter users

Auto update every minute On | Off

· 


maryamalkhawaja: About to start. Speaking alongside Joe Stork from #HRW and Richard Sollom from #phr #bahrain
about 4 minutes ago 

· 


yemenwatch: Saba: Stop playing with fire, President Saleh says to JMPs http://dlvr.it/Rbfjy
about 10 minutes ago 

· 


yemenwatch: Saba: On Friday of Unity, Yemenis condemn events of Wednesday http://dlvr.it/Rbfjc
about 10 minutes ago 

• Interactive: Twitter network of Arab and Middle East protests 
• Follow our protest network on a Twitter list
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Brian Whitaker's best blogs and analysis from the Middle East

· 13 May 2011

· AQAP post Osama bin Laden
· Yesterday the CTC Sentinel released a special issue on al-Qaeda after the death of Osama bin Laden. You can read the entire thing here. There are a number of incredibly detailed and provoking...

[image: image23]From Waq al-Waq | Big Think 

· 12 May 2011

· What Will a Post Assad Syria Look Like?
· I am a pessimist about Syria’s future because the regime will dig in its heels and fight to the end. The Syrian opposition has successfully established a culture of resistance that is widespread in...

[image: image24]From Syria Comment 

· 12 May 2011

· Syria: Conveniently Vulnerable Once Again?
· A few days ago, the prosecutor of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, Daniel Bellemare, filed an amended indictment in the investigation of the 2005 murder of Rafiq al-Hariri. The only details reported...

[image: image25]From Qifa Nabki | A Lebanese Political Blog 

· 12 May 2011

· Israel's Arab Spring dilemma
· Israel knows Arab democracy would unleash anti-Israeli sentiment, while it cannot be seen to be against it having spent so many years deriding the Arabs for lacking it, writes Abdel-Moneim Said
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Latest from the blogs
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On World news

Bibliography

Book:

Fischer, David Hackett, Paul Revere’s Ride, Oxford University Press, 1994 This book is very useful for an analysis of what actually happened.  The appendix is a particularly student friendly part of the book.
Web Sites:

http://article.wn.com/view/2011/04/14/Tahrir_Square_tweet_by_tweet/This website is a printout of many of the tweets associated with Tahrir Square.  Samples from this site are included in this lesson plan- but there are many more.
http://twitter.com/ This social media website has been used as an effective tool in rousing activity.  It forms the base for this lesson.
